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LEGISLATION  RELATING  TO  EARMERS' 
INSTITUTES. 


INTRODUCTION. 

In  order  that  the  extent  to  which  the  legislatures  have  gone  in  legis- 
lating in  behalf  of  the  farmers'  institute  work  may  be  more  generally 
understood,  there  have  been  secured  from  the  institute  directors 
copies  of  the  laws  under  which  the  institutes  are  organized  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  they  are  presented  herewith  in  the  hope  that  those 
who  are  interested  will  compare  them  and  incorporate  into  their  own 
laws  such  items  of  value  as  an  examination  of  the  legislation  in  other 
States  may  suggest. 

The  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  farmers'  institute  as  an 
agency  for  assisting  in  the  improvement  of  agriculture  is  shown  by 
the  legislation  which  has  been  enacted  relating  to  the  institute  work 
and  particularly  b}'  the  appropriations  which  legislatures  have  made 
for  its  support.  Whether  the  control  of  the  institutes  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  State  boards  of  agriculture,  the  agricultural  colleges,  the 
experiment  stations,  or  under  the  direction  of  organizations  specially 
constituted  for  taking  charge  of  the  work,  the  States  in  most  cases 
have  recognized  the  fact  that  these  institutions  ought  not  to  be  expected 
to  bear  the  expense  connected  with  the  conducting  of  this  system  of 
public  education  unaided,  and  have  accordingly  come  to  their  relief 
by  appropriating  money  for  institute  work. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  laws  differ  widely  in  their  form  and 
requirements,  as  well  as  in  the  authority  which  they  confer  and  in  the 
amount  of  money  which  they  appropriate,  yet  they  are  one  in  their 
purpose  to  assist  farming  people  by  giving  them,  through  oral  instruc- 
tion, the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  better  understanding  of  the  science 
of  agriculture,  with  the  view  of  inducing  them  to  apply  scientific 
truth  in  the  prosecution  of  their  art  and  by  this  means  to  secure  more 
profitable  returns. 

Thus  far  the  States  have,  to  a  great  degree,  acted  independently  of 
each  other  in  institute  affairs.  The  attention  of  some  has  been  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  their  agricultural  people,  through  institute 
instruction,  by  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  their  population  is 
engaged  in  this  industry  and  that  the  farmers  have  for  years  been 
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struggling,  without  avail,  to  solve  the  problems  that  confront  them. 
At  length  the  States  were  called  upon  for  aid,  and  in  response  there 
have  come  appropriations  for  institute  work.  Other  States,  seeing 
that  their  lands  are  rapidly  deteriorating  and  depreciating  in  value, 
have  resolved  not  to  wait  until  their  impoverishment  is  complete,  but 
have  wisel}^  undertaken  to  husband  tne  resources  of  their  soil  by 
teaching  those  who  till  it  how  to  grow  full  crops  and  still  leave  their 
farms  better  than  before. 

It  is  significant  that,  without  any  conference  or  understanding  with 
each  other,  the  several  States  have  agreed  upon  the  farmers'  institute 
method  of  disseminating  agricultural  truth  as  being  the  best  yet  dis- 
covered, and  have  accordingly,  by  common  consent,  chosen  it  as  their 
agent  for  conducting  this  important  work. 

The  sentiment  among  thoughtful  men  in  this  country,  that  agricul- 
ture always  must  be  our  greatest  and  most  constant  source  of  wealth  is 
well-nigh  universal,  and  also  that  our  agricultural  people  must  continue 
to  be,  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  the  great  conservative  body  in  our 
citizenship,  upon  which  the  security,  perpetuity,  and  development  of 
our  free  institutions  must  depend.  Legislatures,  therefore,  are  acting 
with  wise  forethought  in  considering  the  necessities  of  agricultural 
people  and  in  making  appropriations  for  rendering  their  calling,  more 
than  ever  before,  a  profitable  pursuit — remunerative  to  the  individual 
and  beneficial  to  the  State. 

The  farmers'  institute  is  now,  therefore,  a  recognized  necessity  in 
our  system  of  public  education,  and  will  doubtless  in  the  future  be 
supported  by  the  several  States  with  still  greater  liberality  as  its  work 
develops  and  its  usefulness  becomes  more  generally  understood. 


STATE  LEGISLATION. 


ALABAMA. 

The  farmers'  institute  work  in  Alabama  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  Agricultural  College  and  Experiment  Station  board  of  trustees. 
There  is  no  State  law  of  any  kind  regulating  or  controlling  the  work. 

ALASKA. 

Farmers'  institutes  have  not  yet  been  established  in  Alaska. 

ARIZONA. 

The  legislative  assembly  of  Arizona  has  enacted  a  law  providing  for 
"improvements  and  publications  of  the  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tion of  the  University  of  Arizona  and  for  holding  farmers'  institutes 
throughout  the  Territory."  Sections  1  and  8  of  the  act  contain  all 
that  relates  specifically  to  farmers'  institutes. 

Section  1.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  for  improvements  and  publications  neces- 
sitated by  the  growth  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of 
Arizona,  and  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  farmers'  institutes  throughout  the 
Territory,  a  loan  of  eleven  thousand  ($11,000)  dollars  is  hereby  authorized  to  be 
negotiated  and  made  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and  to  bear 
interest  at  such  a  rate  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  regents  of  the  University  of 
Arizona,  not  exceeding  five  per  cent  per  annum. 

Sec.  8.  The  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  of  said  bonds  shall  be  applied  and 
apportioned  as  follows: 

1.  For  issuing  the  publications  of  the  agricultural  experiment  station  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Arizona  and  for  providing  buildings  and  equipment  for  said  agricultural 
experiment  station,  particularly  -the  date  orchard  and  the  station  farm  connected 
therewith,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  and  three  hundred  (§8,300)  dollars. 

2.  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  farmers'  institutes  and  short  courses  of 
instruction  throughout  the  Territory,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  seven  hundred 
($2,700)  dollars. 

AKKANSAS. 

Arkansas  has  no  farmers'  institute  legislation.  The  work  of  con- 
ducting institutes  is  assumed  by  the  University  of  Arkansas  and  the 
agricultural  experiment  station. 

9. 
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CAIilFORNIA. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  regents  of  the  State  university  to  hold  farmers'  institutes,  making  an 
appropriation  therefor,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  controller  and  treasurer  in  relation 
thereto. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  California,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  m 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  board  of  regents  of  the  University  of  Cahfornia  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  hold  institutes  for  the  instruction  of  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture.  Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  at  such 
places  as  said  board  may  direct.  The  said  board  shall  make  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  it  may  deem  proper  for  organizing  and  conducting  such  institutes,  and  may 
employ  an  agent  or  agents  to  perform  such  work  in  connection  therewith  as  they 
deem  best.  The  course  of  instruction  at  such  institutes  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to 
present  to  those  in  attendance  the  results  of  the  most  recent  investigations  in  theo- 
retical and  practical  agriculture. 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  use  of  the  regents 
of  the  University  of  California  in  discharging  its  duties,  as  prescribed  in  section  one, 
during  the  two  fiscal  years  following  the  passage  of  this  act.  One-half  of  said  sum, 
viz,  six  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July,  nineteen  hundred 
and  three,  and  the  remaining  one-half  (six  thousand  dollars)  shall  be  paid  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  nineteen  hundred  and  four. 

Sec.  3.  The  controller  is  authorized  and  directed  to  draw  his  warrants  for  the 
above  sums,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  of  the  University  of  California, 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  State  is  directed  to  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  be  in  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  18,  1903. 

COLORADO. 

There  are  no  specific  laws  in  this  State  in  regard  to  farmers'  insti- 
tutes. The  only  law  that  relates  to  them  is  the  one  in  regard  to  the 
duties  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  where  under  the  "  duties  of 
secretary''  the  act  directs  that  "he  shall  encourage  the  formation  of 
agricultural  societies  throughout  the  State." 

The  money  with  which  to  conduct  the  institutes  is  furnished  by  the 
State  Agricultural  College. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut  has  no  special  law  regulating  the  holding  of  farmers' 
institutes.  The  State  board  of  agriculture,  the  Connecticut  Dairy- 
men's Association,  and  the  Pomological  Society  are  all  carrying  on 
institute  work  in  the  State.  These  different  organizations  all  draw 
money  from  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  in  general;  the 
Dairymen's  Association  for  the  dairying  interests,  the  Pomological 
Society  for  the  interests  of  fruit  growing.  The  methods  used  b}^ 
these  different  organizations  for  carrying  out  their  work  and  dissemi- 
nating useful  information  is  entirely  in  their  own  discretion.  Each, 
however,  has  an  institute  committee  appointed  to  have  charge  of 
institute  work. 
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Where  the  citizens  in  any  locality  desire  an  institute,  any  one  of 
these  associations  will  furnish  speakers  free  of  expense.  These  dif- 
ferent organizations  have  all  held  institutes  during  the  past  several 
years.  Annual  meetings  are  held  in  the  winter  b}^  each  of  these 
organizations. 

The  Connecticut  State  board  of  agriculture  requires  ' '  that  localities 
applying  for  institutes  shall  furnish  a  suitable  hall,  local  transporta- 
tion for  speakers  and  visitors,  music,  if  desired,  and  entertainment  b}^ 
collation  or  otherwise,  unless  there  are  convenient  hotel  accommoda- 
tions." "The  board  pays  for  printing,  traveling  expenses,  and  serv- 
ices of  the  speakers."  The  authorit}^  under  which  the  board  acts  in 
institute  matters  is  through  an  act  creating  the  State  board  of  agricul- 
ture, which  authorizes  the  secretary  "to  disseminate  agricultural 
information  b}^  lectures  or  otherwise." 

DELAWARE. 

AN  ACT  providing  for  farmers'  institutes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Delaware  in  general 
assembly  met: 

Section  1.  That  hereafter  a  farmers'  institute  shall  be  held  annually  in  each 
county  of  this  State.  The  meetings  for  organizing  these  institutes  respectively 
rihall  be  called  as  hereafter  provided;  afterwards  they  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and 
places  as  the  members  thereof  may,  either  in  general  meeting  or  by  their  executive 
committee,  determine.  The  objects  of  these  institutes  shall  be  the  discussion,  orally 
or  by  written  essays  or  papers,  of  agricultural  and  kindred  matters,  and  for  the  dis- 
semination of  agricultural  knowledge  among  the  farmers  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  first  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  shall  be  held  in  the  county 
court-house  of  each  county  respectively  on  the  third  Saturday  of  May,  A.  D.  1889, 
at  two  o'clock,  afternoon;  and  each  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the  several  counties 
shall  give  notice  in  two  newspapers  in  his  county  by  two  insertions  at  least  one  week 
apart,  and  the  last  one  not  more  than  one  week  prior  thereto,  of  such  meetings  for 
organization.  He  shall  also  attend  and  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  until 
a  president  be  chosen.  The  expense  of  notices  so  published  shall  be  paid  by  the 
respective  counties  on  bills  approved  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  ordering  them. 

The  notice  shall  be  in  this  form: 

Notice. — The  farmers  of  County  are  hereby  invited  to  meet  in  the  county 

court-house  on  Saturday,  the  18th  day  of  May,  1889,  at  2  o'clock  afternoon,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  farmers'  institute  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  passed  for  that  purpose. 

May  ,  1889. 

> 

Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

Sec.  3.  The  oflBcers  of  the  farmers'  institutes  herein  provided  for  shall  be  a  presi- 
dent, vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  executive  committee  of  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  than  nine  members,  and  such  other  and  additional  officers  as  may  be 
provided  for  by  the  by-laws  or  resolution  of  the  institutes  respectively.  None  of  the 
officers  shall  receive  any  compensation  or  emolument  whatever.  They  shall  hold 
their  oflftces  for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  be  chosen. 
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(This  section  was  amended  at  the  1903  session  of  the  legislature  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  proviso) : 

''Provided,  That  the  State  board  of  agriculture  may  appoint  a  director  of  farmers' 
institutes  for  the  State,  to  cooperate  with  the  farmers'  institutes  of  the  several  coun- 
ties. The  compensation  of  the  said  directors  shall  be  fixed  by  the  State  board  of 
agriculture,  which  said  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  which  said  compensation  shall  be  paid  from  the  funds  appro- 
priated by  the  State  to  the  said  State  board  of  agriculture. ' ' 

Sec.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  incidental  expenses  of  holding  the  insti- 
tutes herein  provided  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  annually  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  wit,  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  institute  of  each  county  respectively,  to 
be  paid  to  the  respective  treasurers  thereof  on  the  certificate  of  the  president  and 
secretary  that  he  is  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  Each  institute  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qualifications  and  regulate  the 
admission  of  its  own  members,  and  may  also  make  and  alter  rules  for  the  regulation 
of  its  own  proceedings.  The  failure  to  hold  an  institute  as  herein  contemplated  in 
any  one  year  shall  forfeit  its  appropriation  for  that  year. 

Passed  at  Dover,  March  29,  1889. 

FliORIDA. 

The  onl}^  law  applying  to  farmers'  institutes  in  this  State  is  an  item 
in  the  appropriation  made  by  the  legislature  to  the  Florida  Agricul- 
tural College  and  Experiment  Station,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"For  holding  farmers'  institutes,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  college  and  station  have  delegated  to 
the  president  of  the  college  and  to  the  superintendent  of  institutes 
the  power  to  make  rules  for  the  holding  of  institute  meetings  and  to 
expend  the  money  appropriated  for  institute  purposes. 

GEORGIA. 

There  is  no  law  in  this  State  authorizing  or  requiring  institutes  to 
be  held.  The  work  of  holding  farmers'  institutes  has  been  conducted 
by  the  college  of  agrioulture  of  the  State  University,  and  the  money 
for  conducting  the  work  has  been  appropriated  by  the  trustees  of  the 
university. 

HAWAII. 

The  president  of  the  farmers'  institute  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii 
reports  that  "  there  are  no  laws  now  in  force  in  this  Territor}^  relating 
to  farmers' institutes."  *  *  "The  farmers' institute  of  Hawaii 
is  now  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  is  well  started  on  the  second  year  of 
its  work.  Quarterly  meetings  have  been  held  since  the  organization 
of  the  society,  January  25, 1902.  Each  succeeding  meeting  has  shown 
a  growth  in  interest  and  numbers,  beginning  with  a  membership  of 
15  and  having  now  over  75  persons  enrolled  as  active  members.  The 
work  of  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  the  society  has  been  prepared 
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for  publication,  and,  providing  the  necessary  funds  can  be  secured 
from  the  local  legislature,  or  elsewhere,  the  proceedings  will  be  printed 
for  general  distribution." 

IDAHO. 

The  only  law  governing  farmers'  institutes  in  Idaho  is  that  which 
made  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  institute  work  for  two  years. 
The  control  of  the  institutes  and  the  expenditure  of  the  mone^^  is 
intrusted  to  the  board  of  regents  of  the  college  of  agriculture  of  the 
university. 

ILLINOIS. 

AN  ACT  creating  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly: 

Section  1.  That  to  assist  and  encourage  useful  education  among  the  farmers  and 
for  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  State,  an  organization  under  the 
name  and  style  of  ' '  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute ' '  is  hereby  created  and  declared  a 
public  corporation  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  consist  of  three  delegates  from  each  county  of  the  State,  elected 
annually  at  the  farmers'  institutes  for  said  county  by  the  members  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  The  affairs  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  shall  be  managed  by  a  board 
of  directors  consisting  of  (1)  State  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  (2)  pro- 
fessor of  agriculture  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  (3)  president  of  the  State  board  of 
agriculture,  (4)  president  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society,  (5)  president  of  the 
State  Dairymen's  Association,  and  one  member  from  each  Congressional  district  of 
the  State,  to  be  selected  by  the  delegates  from  the  district  present  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  organization:  Provided,  That  the  members  first  selected  from  the 
Congressional  districts  of  even  number  shall  serve  for  one  year,  and  the  members 
first  selected  from  the  Congressional  districts  of  odd  numbers  shall  serve  for  two 
years,  and  that  the  members  selected  thereafter  to  fill  expired  terms  of  office  shall 
serve  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  directors  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  shall  have  sole 
care  and  disposal  of  all  funds  that  may  be  appropriated  by  the  State  to  sustain  the 
organization,  and  shall  expend  the  same  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judgment  wdll 
best  promote  the  interest  in  useful  education  among  the  farmers  and  develop  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  State.  The  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  shall  make 
annual  report  to  the  governor  of  its  transactions,  which  report  shall  include  papers 
pertaining  to  its  work  and  addresses  made  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  organization, 
and  a  classified  statement  of  all  moneys  received  and  of  all  expenditures  made,  and 
twenty  thousand  (20,000)  copies  of  said  report  shall  be  printed  on  or  before  Septem- 
ber 1  of  each  fiscal  year,  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  and 
the  remainder  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  distribution.  It  shall  make  no  appropri- 
ation without  funds  in  hand  to  meet  the  same,  and  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  in  no 
event  be  held  liable  or  responsible  for  debt,  obligation,  or  contract  made  by  the  Illi- 
nois Farmers'  Institute  or  its  board  of  directors. 

Sec.  5.  There  shall  be  held  annually,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors, 
between  October  1  and  March  1  following  of  each  year,  a  public  meeting  of  the  dele- 
gates from  county  farmers'  institutes  and  of  farmers  of  this  State,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board  of  directors,  of  not  less  than  three  days' 
duration,  which  meeting  shall  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  greater 
interest  in  the  cultivation  of  crops,  in  the  care  and  breeding  of  domestic  animals,  in 
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dairy  husbandry,  in  horticulture,  in  farm  drainage,  in  improved  highway,  and  gen- 
eral farm  management,  through  and  by  means  of  liberal  discussions  of  these  and 
kindred  subjects,  and  any  citizen  may  take  part  in  these  meetings,  but  only  duly 
elected  and  accredited  delegates  from  county  farmers'  institutes  shall  be  permitted 
to  vote  in  the  election  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Sec.  6.  The  members  of  each  new  board  of  directors  shall  enter  upon  their  duties 
the  next  Tuesday  after  their  election,  and  hold  their  offices  for  one  or  two  years,  as 
provided  in  section  3,  or  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  enter  upon  their  duties. 
It  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  board.  It  shall  organize  by  the  election 
of  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  State  superintendent  of  farm- 
ers' institutes,  and  such  other  officers  or  agents  as  may  be  deemed  proper  for  organiz- 
ing and  conducting  the  work  of  the  organization,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one 
year,  unless  removed  sooner  by  the  board,  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
required  of  them  by  rules  of  the  board.  The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  superintend- 
ent may  oe  other  than  members  of  the  board. 

Sec.  7.  Rooms  in  the  capitol  building  shall  be  assigned  to  the  officers  of  this  organi- 
zation by  the  proper  authority,  which  shall  then  be  under  the  control  of  the  board 
of  directors. 

Sec  8.  The  board  of  directors  may  make  and  enforce  such  rules  and  by-laws,  not 
in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  this  State,  as  will  render  its  work  most  useful  and  efficient. 

Sec.  9.  For  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sections,  said  board  of  direct- 
ors may  use  such  sum  as  it  may  deem  proper  and  necessary,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  appropriated  therefor  by  the  general  assembly  from  the  general  fund  for 
that  purpose:  Provided  further,  That  the  (1)  State  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, (2)  professor  of  agriculture  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  (3)  president  of  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture,  (4)  president  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society,  (5)  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Dairymen's  Association,  and  the  present  Congressional  representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  Association  shall  constitute  the  first  board  of 
directors  of  this  organization,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  same  until 
their  successors  have  been  duly  elected  and  enter  upon  their  duties  as  provided  in 
this  act. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  of  [for]  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  and  county  farmers'  institutes. 

Whereas,  To  assist  and  encourage  useful  education  among  farmers  and  for  develop- 
ing the  agricultural  resources  of  the  State,  the  thirty-ninth  general  assembly  created 
an  organization  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute,  and 
intrusted  to  it  the  development  of  greater  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  crops,  in  the 
breeding  and  care  of  domestic  animals,  in  dairy  husbandry,  in  horticulture,  in  farm 
drainage,  in  improvement  of  highways  and  general  farm  management,  through  and 
by  means  of  liberal  discussions  of  these  and  kindred  subjects,  and  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  farmer  by  affording  a  better  knowledge  of  successful  agriculture: 
Therefore,  to  sustain  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly: 

Section  1.  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  Illinois  Farmers' 
Institute  the  following  sums,  to  wit: 

Sec.  2.  For  expressage,  postage,  office  expenses,  furniture,  etc.,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars  ($1,300)  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  year[s]  beginning 
July  1,  1901  and  1902. 

Sec.  3.  For  the  expenses  of  collecting  matter  and  preparing  manuscript,  editing 
the  annual  report  and  bulletins,  stenographer,  clerk  hire,  etc.,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars  ($1,700)  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  years  beginning  July  1, 
1901  and  1902. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  purchase  of  books  for  and  the  maintenance  and  management  of 
the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  free  libraries,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ($2,500)  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  years  beginning  July  1,  1901  and  1902. 
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Sec.  5.  For  the  actual  expenses  of  district  directors  and  of  able  and  practical 
speakers  to  be  furnished  by  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  to  county  farmers'  insti- 
tutes, for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  making  their  meetings  of  more  general  interest 
and  of  greatest  practical  benefit,  for  the  expense  of  organizing  county  institutes,  for 
the  expense  of  printing  program,  advertising  of  speakers,  and  exhibit  at  the  State 
institute,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  (85,000)  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  years 
beginning  July  1,  1901  and  1902:  Provided,  That  county  institutes,  or  their  repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  permitted  to  select  their  own  speakers  and  to  have  such  topics 
for  consideration  as  shall  be  of  interest  to  their  respective  localities. 

Sec.  6.  For  the  use  of  each  county  farmers'  institute  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
($75)  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  years  beginning  July  1,  1901  and  1902,  to  be  paid  the 
treasurer  of  each  county  farmers'  institute  when  such  institute  shall  file  with  the 
secretary  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  a  sworn  statement  which  shall  show  that 
said  county  farmers'  institute  has  held  one  or  more  duly  advertised  public  sessions 
annually,  of  not  less  than  two  days  each,  at  some  easily  accessible  location,  which 
shall  include  an  itemized  exhibit  of  the  expenses  of  said  meeting,  with  receipted 
vouchers  therefor,  a  copy  of  its  printed  program  and  the  printed  proceedings,  showing 
title  and  author  of  the  papers  read  and  by  whom  discussed,  place  or  places  of  meeting, 
with  average  daily  attendance,  and  such  other  information  as  may  be  called  for  by 
the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  and  necessary  to  successfully  assist  this  work. 

Sec.  7.  No  officer  nor  oflficers  of  any  county  farmers'  institute  shall  be  entitled  to 
or  receive  any  moneyed  compensation  whatever  for  any  service  rendered  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  That  on  the  order  of  the  president,  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Illinois  Farmers'  Institute,  and  approved  by  the  governor,  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  favor  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  for  the  sum  herein  appropriated:  Pro- 
vided, That  each  warrant  on  account  of  a  county  farmers'  institute  shall  show  the 
county  institute  for  whose  benefit  the  same  is  drawn:  Provided  further,  That  the  pro- 
gram and  printed  proceedings  of  the  county  farmers'  institute  for  which  each  warrant 
is  drawn  shall  show  that  some  of  the  following  topics  have  been  presented  and  dis- 
cussed, viz,  grain  farming,  stock  feeding  and  breeding,  dairy  husbandry,  orchard  and 
small-fruit  culture,  farmers'  garden,  domestic  science,  and  any  other  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  farm  life:  Provided  further,  That  if  the  necessary  expense  of  a  county  farmers' 
institute  shall  not  equal  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  (875),  as  aforesaid,  then  said 
warrant  shall  only  be  drawn  for  the  sum  expended. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  to 
pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  each  county  farmers'  institute  the  said  sum  of  seventy- 
five  dollars  (875)  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  received  for  its  use  and  benefit,  as 
aforesaid,  and  make  annual  report  to  the  governor  as  provided  by  law. 

Approved  May  10,  1901. 

BY-LAWS  OF  ILLINOIS  FARMEKS'  INSTITUTE. 

Whereas,  by  act  of  the  thirty-ninth  general  assembly,  approved  June  24,  1895,  the 
Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  was  created,  empowering  its  board  of  directors  to  adopt 
by-laws  for  its  government  and  management  of  its  business  in  connection  with  the 
act  creating  it,  it  hereby  adopts  the  following  by-laws  and  hereby  repeals  all  former 
by-laws  heretofore  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors: 

ARTICLE  I.— Dieectors. 

Sectiox  1.  The  board  of  directors  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  consists  of  (1) 
State  superintendent  of  public  instruction;  (2)  professor  of  agriculture  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois;  (3)  president  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture;  (4)  president  of  the 
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state  Horticultural  Society;  (5)  president  of  the  State  Dairymen's  Association;  and 
(6)  one  person  from  each  Congressional  district  in  the  State,  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  institute  by  the  delegates  present  which  have  been  elected  by  the 
county  institutes  of  the  district,  who  shall  serve  for  a  term  of  two  years  and  until 
their  successors  are  duly  elected,  the  even-numbered  Congressional  districts  elect- 
ing their  directors  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  institute  held  in  1903  and  the  odd- 
mumbered  in  1904. 

Sec.  2.  The  board  of  directors  shall  hold  a  meeting  in  the  institute  rooms  in  the 
Statehouse  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Farmers' 
Institute,  the  old  board  to  dispose  of  its  business,  the  new  board  to  organize,  elect 
ofiicers,  and  outline  its  policy  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  transact  such  other  business 
as  may  come  before  the  board. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  directors  shall  also  meet  between  the  1st  day  of  September 
and  the  10th  day  of  October  in  each  year,  the  date  and  place  to  be  designated  by  the 
president  in  his  call  for  the  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  Special  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  may  be  called  by  the  president 
by  giving  ten  days'  notice  thereof,  or  upon  a  written  petition  of  ten  members  of  the 
board  the  secretary  shall  call  a  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  The  director  of  each  district  consisting  of  more  than  one  county  shall, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute,  call  a 
conference  of  his  district  at  some  convenient  point,  consisting  of  one  person  selected 
by  each  county  institute,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing the  next  county  institutes  and  Congressional  institute  in  the  district  and  coop- 
erating in  the  securing  of  speakers,  all  necessary  expense  of  one  delegate  from  each 
county  while  in  attendance  at  said  Congressional  conference,  to  be  paid  by  the  Illi- 
nois Farmers'  Institute,  upon  itemized  bills  approved  by  the  director  of  said  district. 

Sec.  6.  Each  director  shall  be  the  confidential  adviser  of  the  board  and  of  the 
State  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes  concerning  institute  affairs  in  his  district; 
he  shall  report  to  the  superintendent,  at  the  close  of  each  county  institute,  upon  all 
matters  that  seem  significant  to  his  work,  in  order  that  the  superintendent  may 
have  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  actual  conditions  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  directors  shall  annually  fix  the  salary  of  the  secretary  and 
superintendent  of  institutes  before  the  election  to  fill  said  offices;  the  said  salaries 
shall  be  paid  monthly  and  shall  cover  all  clerical  expenses,  including  stenographer; 
said  offices  may  be  filled  by  one  and  the  same  person. 

Sec.  8.  Eleven  members  of  the  board  of  directors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  these  by-laws. 

ARTICLE  II.— Officers. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  the  board  of  directors  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary,  treasurer,  State  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes,  and 
auditor,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  by  the  board  of  directors  for  a  term  of  one  year  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  All  officers  of  the  board  of  directors  must  be  members  of  the  board  of 
directors  except  the  treasurer,  secretary,  and  State  superintendent  of  farmers'  insti- 
tutes, who  may  be  other  persons  than  members  of  the  board. 

ARTICLE  III. — President  and  Vice-President. 

Section  1.  The  president  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  board  of  direct- 
ors; shall  appoint  all  committees;  he  shall  be  ex  officio  member  of  all  standing  com- 
mittees; he  shall  preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute,  the 
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board  of  directors,  and  the  executive  committee,  sign  all  warrants  for  expenditures 
approved  by  the  auditor,  executive  committee,  or  the  board  of  directors,  and  per- 
form all  duties  incumbent  on  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  president,  or  in  case  of  vacancy 
in  that  office,  the  vice-president  shall  fill  the  office. 

Sec.  3.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  these  officers,  or  in  case  both  offices 
become  vacant,  any  director  or  member  of  the  executive  committee  who  is  called  to 
the  chair  shall  act  as  president  for  the  time  being  and  sign  all  necessary  papers. 

ARTICLE  IV. — Duties  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Section  1.  The  secretary  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
standing  committees  and  shall  keep  a  correct  record  of  the  same.  He  shall  perform 
such  other  duties  as  usually  devolve  upon  such  officer.  He  shall  act  as  secretary  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  delegates  and  keep  a  record  of  same.  He  shall  countersign 
and  issue  warrants  for  expenditures  duly  approved  by  the  auditor,  executive  com- 
mittee, or  the  board  of  directors,  but  shall  not  draw  a  warrant  on  a  fund  unless  there 
is  sufficient  money  in  the  fund  to  pay  such  warrant. 

Sec.  2.  The  secretary  shall  be  custodian  of  all  the  records  and  papers  belonging 
to  and  all  property  owned  by  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  and  shall  report  an 
inventory  of  all  property  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  to  the  board  of  directors 
at  the  close  of  each  year;  he  shall  make  a  detailed  annual  report  in  writing  to  the 
board  of  directors  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  board;  he  shall  also  make  such  other 
reports  during  the  ^'-ear  as  the  board  of  directors  or  executive  committee  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  The  treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  funds,  keeping  a  separate  account 
with  each  fund.  He  shall  pay  out  the  same  on  warrants  signed  by  the  president 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary,  issued  on  approved  bills.  He  shall,  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  execute  a  bond  signed  by  not  less  than  two 
sureties,  in  the  penal  sum  prescribed  by  the  board  of  directors,  not  less  than  twice 
the  amount  likely  to  come  into  his  possession  at  any  one  time;  said  bond  shall  be 
approved  by  the  board  of  directors  or  committee  duly  authorized  by  the  board  to 
approve  the  same;  he  shall  make  a  detailed  annual  report  in  writing  to  the  board  of 
directors  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  board;  he  shall  also  make  such  other  reports 
during  the  year  as  the  board  of  directors  or  executive  committee  may  require. 

ARTICLE  V. — State  Superintendent. 

Section  1.  The  State  superintendent  of  institutes  shall  have  general  supervision  of 
institute  work  in  the  State  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors  and  of  the 
executive  committee. 

Sec.  2.  He  shall  make  recommendations  as  to  lines  of  work  w^hich  he  believes  will 
prove  profitable  for  the  ensuing  year,  together  with  general  plans  for  their  execution 
and  estimates  of  expenses.  He  shall  make  such  other  recommendations  to  the  board 
of  directors  as  he  may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  institute  work. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  visit  county  institutes  and  district  conferences,  when  invited  to 
do  so  by  the  county  institute  officers  or  directors,  or  when  in  his  judgment  the 
institute  w^ork  ddiiands  such  visit. 

Sec  4.  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  publication  of  the  annual  report,  and  shall 
insert  therein  such  matters  as  will  advance  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State, 
under  the  direction  of  the  executive  committee. 

Sec  5.  He  shall  be  liVjrarian  of  the  farmers'  institute  free  libraries,  and  shall  sub- 
mit to  the  board  of  directors  or  to  the  executive  committee  for  approval  lists  of 
books  which  he  deems  ought  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  libraries  when  such 
are  needed. 
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Sec.  6.  He  shall  make  a  detailed  annual  report  in  writing  to  the  board  of  directors 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  board  of  his  acts  and  doings  during  the  year,  together 
with  a  general  summary  of  the  institute  work  of  the  State  for  the  year;  he  shall  also 
make  such  other  reports  during  the  year  as  the  board  of  directors  or  executive 
committee  may  require.  -  - 

ARTICLE  VI.— Auditor. 

Section  1.  All  bills  for  expenditures  ordered  by  the  board  of  directors  or  the 
executive  committee  and  all  bills  contracted  in  pursuance  of  any  appropriation  shall 
be  referred  to  the  auditor. 

Sec.  2.  The  auditor  shall  carefully  examine  all  bills,  and  when  approved  shall 
return  them  to  the  secretary  with  recommendation  that  warrants  be  drawn  in  pay- 
ment of  same.  In  case  a  bill  is  not  approved  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  executive 
committee. 

Sec.  3.  The  auditor  shall  carefully  examine  all  reports  from  county  farmers'  insti- 
tutes and  the  bills  for  expenses  for  same,  and  if  in  compliance  with  the  law  providing 
appropriations  for  county  farmers'  institutes  approve  the  same,  and  if  not  approved 
refer  the  same  to  the  executive  committee. 

ARTICLE  VII. — Standing  Committees. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  created  the  following  standing  committees,  the  president 
appointing  four  members  on  each  committee:  Executive  committee,  finance  com- 
mittee, legislative  committee,  committee  on  domestic  science,  committee  on  ways 
and  means  of  improving  county  farmers'  institutes,  and  committee  on  agricultural 
education  in  the  public  schools. 

Sec.  2.  The  duties  of  standing  committees,  unless  otherwise  provided  for  by  these 
by-laws,  shall  be  legislative  in  character.  They  shall  meet  at  the  same  time  and 
place  that  board  of  directors'  meetings  are  called  and  report  to  the  board  of  directors 
the  progress  made  in  and  the  needs  of  their  respective  lines  of  work. 

ARTICLE  VIII. — Executive  Committee. 

Section  1.  The  executive  committee  shall  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Illinois  Farm- 
ers' Institute  in  the  interval  between  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  in 
accordance  wdth  the  rules  and  resolutions  adopted  by  said  board. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  make  all  arrangements  for  the  holding  of  the  State  farmers'  insti- 
tute, assigning  the  time  and  place. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  prepare  a  list  of  speakers  for  the  use  of  county  farmers'  institutes. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  pass  on  the  bills  referred  to  it  by  the  auditor  of  the  board. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  official  adviser  of  the  State  superintendent  of  institutes  when 
the  board  of  directors  is  not  in  session. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  meet  on  the  call  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  directors. 

ARTICLE  IX.— Finance  Committee. 

Section  1.  The  finance  committee  shall  examine  the  books  and  records  of  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their 
annual  meeting,  and  at  other  times  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  board  of  directors 
or  executive  committee,  and  show  the  amounts  against  which  no  w^arrants  have  been 
drawn  remaining  under  the  various  appropriations  and  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  each  fund. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  report  an  apportionment  of  the  appropriations  to  the  several  funds. 
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ARTICLE  X. — Legislative  Committee. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  committee  shall  prepare  the  bill  or  bills  to  be  presented 
to  the  legislature  for  enactment,  and,  when  the  same  have  been  approved  by  the 
board  of  directors  or  executive  committee,  shall  take  all  necessary  measures  to  have 
the  same  enacted. 

ARTICLE  XL — Committee  ox  Domestic  Science. 

Section  1 .  The  committee  on  domestic  science  shall  counsel  Avith  the  State  domestic 
science  association  and  report  upon  measures  for  the  advancement  of  their  work. 

ARTICLE  XII. — Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  for  Improving  County  Farmers' 

Institutes. 

Section  1.  The  committee  on  ways  and  means  for  improving  county  farmers'  insti- 
tutes shall  take  into  consideration  the  methods  adopted  in  the  management  of 
county  farmers'  institutes,  the  programme  given,  the  arrangement  of  circuits  of  insti- 
tute meetings,  the  employment  of  speakers,  and  report  to  the  board  any  recommen- 
dations that  may  tend  to  improvement  on  these  lines. 

ARTICLE  XIII. — Committee  on  Agricultural  Education  in  the  Public  Schools. 

Section  1.  The  committee  on  agricultural  education  in  the  public  schools  shall 
collect  information  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  agricultural  work  being  done  in 
the  schools,  the  location  of  the  schools  in  which  agriculture  is  taught,  the  methods 
of  teaching,  and  report  to  the  board  on  the  progress  being  made  therein. 

ARTICLE  XIV.— Amendments. 

Section  1.  These  by-laws  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  by  a  majority  of  all  members  constituting  the  board  of  directors  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

ARTICLE  XV.— Rules. 
Roberts's  Rules  of  Order  shall  govern  in  all  cases  not  otherwise  pro\dded  for.  - 

Farmers'  Institute  Scholarship  ix  the  College  of  Agriculture 
OF  THE  University  of  Illinois. 

The  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  makes  an  award  of  one  free  scholar- 
ship in  the  college  of  agriculture  for  each  county  in  the  State  and 
one  for  each  Congressional  district  of  Chicago,  good  for  two  3'ears, 
instruction  in  the  college. 

These  awards  are  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Illinois 
Farmers' Institute  director  for  each  Congressional  district.  All  scholar- 
ships date  from  the  1st  of  September  of  each  year. 

A  list  of  those  who  have  attended  the  college  of  agriculture  on 
scholarships  awarded  through  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  is  pub- 
lished annually  in  the  institute  bulletin. 
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The  State  director  recommend.s  that  the  several  county  institutes  of 
the  counties  in  which  these  students  reside  invite  such  students  to 
take  part  on  the  institute  programme. 

The  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  Free  Libraries. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  appropriated  for  the 
library  work  of  the  Farmers'  Institute  as  follows: 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for,  and  the  maintenance  and  management  of,  the  Illi- 
nois Farmers'  Institute  free  libraries  the  sum  of  $2,500  per  annum  for  the  fiscal  years 
beginning  July  1,  1901  and  1902. 

Each  one  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  free  libraries  contains 
about  50  volumes.  Five  or  more  citizens  of  any  community  in  need 
of  books  can  secure  the  use  of  one  of  these  libraries  free  for  six 
months  by  filing  application  for  the  same,  indorsed  by  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  county  farmers'  institute  of  the  county  in  which 
the  community  is  located,  the  use  of  the  books  to  be  free  to  all  who 
will  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  library.  The  only  expense  will  be 
the  express  charges  from  Springfield  and  return. 

The  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  free  library  is  packed  in  a  neat  case, 
convenient  for  the  use  and  protection  of  the  books.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-one  of  these  libraries  have  been  equipped,  and  libraries  have 
been  used  in  79  counties  and  at  315  places. 

Application  for  a  library. 

We,  the  officers  of  the  county  farmers'  institute,  and  residents  of  , 

Illinois,  hereby  apply  for  a  farmers'  institute  free  library  to  be  used  by  the  people 
of  . 

We  hereby  agree  to  observe  strictly  the  rules  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  in 
regard  to  the  same.  We  promise  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  transportation  of  this 
library  from  and  to  Springfield,  111.;  to  provide  a  suitable  place  to  keep  it,  where  it 
will  be  convenient  for  our  neighbors  and  ourselves  to  borrow  its  books;  to  make  no 
charge  for  its  privileges;  to  collect  suitable  fines  for  over  time  in  the  use  of  books, 
for  the  loss  of  any  of  the  books  or  undue  injury  to  them. 

We  agree  to  appoint  a  responsible  person  to  act  as  librarian,  who  shall  loan  the 
books  without  charge  to  any  person  in  the  community  who  will  observe  the  rules  of 
the  library. 

We  agree  to  be  tei^ponsible  tor  the  .«afe  return  <>t  tiie  library  in  good  I'ondition  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Illinois  Farmers'  Institute  when  called  upon  to  do  so. 

(The  above  application  must  be  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  the 
county  farmers'  institute  where  the  application  is  made,  and  five  or  more  taxpayers 
of  the  community,  three  of  whom  shall  be  freeholders. ) 

The  library  which  we  may  receive  Avill  be  kept  by  ,  post-office  address  , 

whom  we  have  appointed  librarian,  in  (state  whether  residence,  office,  or  s-tore) 

 ,  and  Avill  be  open  to  the  public  from  m.  to  m.  on  (state  days  of  the 

week)  . 

(Signed)   ,  Secretm-y. 

Post-office,  ,  County,  111. 
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INDIANA. 

ACT  relative  to  farmers'  institutes. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana: 

Section  1.  That  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  committee  of  experimental  agri- 
culture and  horticulture  of  the  board  of  trustees,  together  with  the  faculty  of  the 
school  of  agriculture  of  Purdue  University,  to  appoint,  before  November  1  of  each 
year,  suitable  persons  to  hold  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  between  the  first 
day  of  November  and  the  first  day  of  April  of  each  year,  county  institutes  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  to  farmers  and  others  interested  therein  instructions  in  agricul- 
ture, horticulture,  agricultural  chemistry,  and  economic  entomology. 

Sec.  2.  Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  said  committee 
and  faculty  may  determine,  and  under  such  rules,  regulations,  and  methods  of 
instruction  as  they  may  prescribe:  Provided,  however,  That  such  institutes  shall  be 
so  conducted  as  to  give  to  those  attending  the  results  of  the  latest  investigations  in 
theoretical  and  practical  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

Sec.  3.«  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  paying  the 
salaries  of  instructors  and  other  necessary  expenses,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  said  committee  of 
said  board  of  trustees,  and  they  shall  annually  report  such  expenditures  and  the 
purposes  thereof  to  the  governor. 

Approved,  March  9,  1889. 

IOWA. 

Code  of  Iowa  Law  Governing  the  Organization  of  Institutes. 

Section  1675.  Farmers'  institutes — State  aid — Appropriation.  When  forty  or 
more  farmers  of  a  county  organize  a  farmers'  county  institute  with  a  president,  sec- 
retary, treasurer,  and  executive  committee  of  not  less  than  three  outside  of  such  offi- 
cers, and  hold  an  institute,  remaining  in  session  not  less  than  two  days  in  each  year, 
which  institute  may  be  adjourned  from  time  to  time  and  place  to  place  in  said  county, 
the  county  auditor,  upon  proof  of  such  organization  and  such  institute  having  been 
held,  together  with  an  itemized  statement  showing  the  maimer  in  which  the  money 
herein  appropriated  has  been  expended,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  auditor  of  state, 
who  shall  remit  to  the  treasurer  of  such  county  his  warrant  for  not  to  exceed  seventy- 
five  dollars,  and  there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  to  exceed  seventy-five  dollars 
annually  for  such  institute  work  in  each  county.  No  oflficer  of  any  such  farmers' 
institute  shall  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  compensation  from  said  State  fund 
for  services  as  such  officer. 

KANSAS. 

AN  ACT  relating  to  farmers'  institutes. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas: 

Section  1.  Whenever  any  county  farmers'  institute  association  in  this  State  shall 
have  elected  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  adopted  a  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  for  its  government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  such  county  to  appropriate  annually  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  defray  the  legitimate  expenses  of  a  two  days'  institute 
at  such  place  in  the  county  as  may  be  designated  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 

«  Section  3  has  been  amended  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  to 
110,000  per  annum. 
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institute  association:  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  institute  associations 
that  have  not  been  in  successful  operation  at  least  one  year. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  publication  in  the  statute  book. 

Approved,  ,  1903. 

The  legislature  has  appropriated  $2,000  a  year  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  members  of  the  college  faculty  and  experiment  station  who 
attend  institutes. 

KENTUCKY. 

This  State  has  no  institute  law,  and  the  commissioner  proceeds  as 
he  thinks  best  under  a  general  act  of  the  legislature  defining  his  duties. 
The  institute  work  is  conducted  under  the  authority  given  by  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  of  the  general  law: 

The  efforts  of  the  bureau  shall  be  directed  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  horti- 
culture, etc.,  and  the  commissioner  shall  promote  and  encourage,  as  far  as  practicable, 
societies  and  other  associations  in  the  several  counties,  and  ascertain  the  agricultural, 
horticultural,  mechanical,  commercial,  and  educational  condition  of  every  county, 
etc.  *  *  *  The  commissioner  shall  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  dif- 
ferent agricultural,  horticultural,  and  labor  societies,  etc. 

The  sum  of  $13,000  annually  is  appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses 
and  salaries  of  the  officials,  etc. 

The  discussions  and  papers  read  at  the  institutes  are  printed  by  the 
public  printer  at  low  rates  under  a  contract.  The  director  has  from 
8,000  to  10,000  copies  of  the  report  of  each  institute  printed  in  the 
form  of  a  supplement,  which  is  distributed  by  the  agricultural  papers 
in  the  State  and  b}^  the  local  papers  in  the  county  where  the  institute 
is  held. 

LOUISIANA. 

Article  306.  (Constitution  of  1898. )  The  Louisiana  State  board  of  agriculture  and 
immigration  shall  have  the  control  and  direction  of  all  State  agricultural  organiza- 
tions and  State  farmers'  institutes,  and  shall  adopt  the  needful  measures  for  the 
securement  of  proper  immigration. 

The  State  appropriates  $2,500  per  annum  for  institute  work.  The 
board  of  agriculture  and  immigration  organized  a  farmers'  institute 
committee  on  December  10,  1896,  composed  of  the  president  of  the 
Louisiana  State  University,  the  director  of  the  State  experiment 
stations,  and  the  commissioner  of  agriculture  and  immigration. 

MAINE. 

AN  ACT  to  create  a  State  department  of  agriculture. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  legislature  assembled,  as  follows: 
Section  1.  A  State  department  of  agriculture  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture 
and  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  husbandry  is  hereby  established.    A  com- 
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missioner  of  agriculture  shall  be  elected  biennially  by  the  legislature  by  joint  ballot 
of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  convention,  and  he  shall  take  and  subscribe  the 
oath  provided  by  the  constitution  of  this  State  and  shall  hold  his  office  as  follows: 

The  term  of  office  of  said  commissioner  shall  be  two  years  and  until  his  successor 
is  elected  and  qualified,  except  that  the  commissioner  first  elected  under  this  act 
shall  enter  upon  his  duties  as  such  commissioner  January  first,  nineteen  hundred  and 
two,  and  shall  serve  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  by  the  next  legislature  and 
qualified.    *    *  * 

Sec.  3.  Said  commissioner  shall  hold  or  cause  to  be  held  two  farmers'  institutes  in 
each  county  annually  and  as  many  more  as  the  appropriation  therefor  will  allow. 
The  work  of  said  institute  shall  be  devoted  to  the  presentation  and  discussion  of 
questions  bearing  upon  agriculture  and  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State;  and 
for  this  purpose  said  commissioner  is  authorized  to  employ  speakers  who  are  quali- 
fied and  versed  in  the  subjects  assigned  them,  and  he  shall  semiannually  publish  in 
the  leading  agricultural  paper  of  this  State  a  list  of  available  speakers  and  their  sub- 
jects, from  which  lists  selections  may  be  made  for  said  institute  purposes.  He  may 
also  appoint  and  employ  assistants,  experts,  lecturers,  a  stenographer,  and  other  aids 
needed  in  conducting  such  institute  work,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such 
employees.  He  may  hold  such  institutes  independently  or  in  connection  with  other 
organizations  devoted  to  agricultural  interests,  and  as  far  as  possible  and  for  the  best 
agricultural  interests  of  the  State,  aid  and  encourage  agricultural  societies  and  asso- 
ciations in  the  State,  and  shall  collect  and  preserve  in  his  office  for  public  inspection 
all  valuable  data  relating  to  the  practical  work  of  such  societies  and  associations. 

Sec.  4.  Said  commissioner  shall,  in  connection  with,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  State 
Dairymen's  Association,  annually  hold  a  State  dairymen's  conference  for  the  exhibit 
of  dairy  products  and  appliances,  wherein  prizes  for  high  merit  and  quality  in  butter 
and  cheese  may  be  offered,  and  may  employ  experts  and  lecturers  to  enhance  dairy 
interests,  but  the  expenses  of  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  annually. 

Sec.  5.  An  apjDropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  annually  shall  be  made  for 
saidinstitute  work  and  for  all  other  purposes  set  out  in  sections  three  and  four.   *  *  * 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioner  annually  to  make  report  to  the 
governor  and  council,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  of  the  work 
of  the  department  of  agriculture  in  detail,  combining  in  the  same  a  report  of  the 
State  Pomological  Society,  State  Dairymen's  Association,  and  the  State  of  Maine 
cattle  commission,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  said  report  said  society,  association,  and  commis- 
sion shall  furnish  said  commissioner  with  all  necessary  data  therefor  on  or  before 
the  fir    day  of  December  of  each  year. 

He  shall  further  report  all  farmers'  institutes  held  and  the  work  therein  done,  and 
all  public  lectures  carried  on  under  his  authority,  and  such  part  of  said  reports  as  is 
of  public  interest  shall  be  printed  for  free  distribution.  Six  thousand  copies  shall 
be  printed  and  bound  in  cloth  to  be  distributed  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  State, 
after  supplying  the  necessary  number  for  libraries  and  exchanges;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  up  his  report  as  herein  provided,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  com- 
missioner to  attend  the  various  agricultural  exhibitions  in  the  State  and  report  upon 
the  quality  and  character  of  the  work  of  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  Said  commissioner  shall  be  required  to  render  on  the  first  day  of  January 
of  each  year  a  detailed  and  itemized  account  of  all  expenses  of  his  office,  of  all  insti- 
tutes held,  and  of  all  moneys  paid  out  for  employes  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
also  all  sums  of  money  paid  for  prizes  on  exhibits  and  for  all  other  purposes  ^  *  *  . 
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MARYLAND. 

(Chapter  102.) 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  formation  of  farmers'  institutes  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  therefor. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland: 

Section  1.  That  a  department  of  farmers'  institutes  shall  be  estabhshed  for  the 
State  of  Maryland;  that  the  purpose  of  these  institutes  shall  be  to  bring  before  the 
farmers  of  the  State  such  information  as  will  effectually  remedy  many  of  the  existing 
evils  now  prevalent  in  every  department  of  agriculture  as  now  pursued  in  Maryland, 
and  that  at  said  institutes  men  competent  to  instruct  shall  be  present,  and  such  topics 
shall  be  discussed  as  pertain  to  the  principal  agricultural  interests  of  the  several  sec- 
tions. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  one  such  institute  shall  be  held  in  each  year  in  each 
county  of  the  State,  and  an  additional  one  in  each  county  if  deemed  necessary  and 
desirable. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  said  institute  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
director  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College,  who 
shall  be  a  person  well  versed  in  the  profession  of  agriculture  and  of  practical  expe- 
rience, whose  title  shall  be  director  of  farmers'  institutes,  whose  salary  shall  be  fixed 
by  said  board  of  trustees  and  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  hereinafter  provided,  and 
whose  duties  shall  be  defined  by  said  board;  that  the  said  institutes  shall  be  a 
department  of  said  college  similar  to  the  experiment  station;  that  all  expenses  of 
said  institutes  shall  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation,  and  that  said  board  of  trustees 
be,  and  hereby  is,  invested  with  all  powers  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  beyond  the  amount  appropriated. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  formation  and  support  of  farmers' 
institutes  in  this  State,  and  that  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
issue  his  warrant  annually  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  said  sum  of  money 
out  of  any  fund  not  otherwise  appropriated;  that  the  said  sum  of  money  shall  be 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  on  or  after  the  first  day 
of  October  of  each  fiscal  year,  and  that  the  first  yearly  payment  shall  be  made  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  accurate  accounts  of  the  expenditures  of  the  money 
received  under  this  act  be  kept  by  the  registrar  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College, 
separate  from  the  general  college  accounts,  and  that  an  itemized  and  detailed  report 
of  such  expenditure  be  made  annually  and  published  in  such  manner  as  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  shall  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  date  of  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  27,  1896. 

By  the  act  of  1900,  chapter  363,  the  sum  of  |4,000  is  annually 
appropriated,  being  $1,000  more  than  the  original  appropriation. 
Approved,  April  Y,  1900. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  farmers'  institutes  of  Massachusetts  are  held  under  a  general 
law  establishing  the  board  of  agriculture,  which  authorizes  it  to  "dis- 
seminate useful  information  in  agriculture  by  lectures,  or  otherwise." 

An  appropriation  of  |2,Y00  was  made  by  the  last  legislature  for  the 
purposes  indicated  in  the  above  extract  from  the  law.  This  included 
farmers'  institutes,  the  cost  of  issuing  crop  reports,  nature  leaflets, 
and  bulletins. 
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Rules. 

Rule  15  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  requires  that  "  each  agri- 
cultural society  receiving  the  bounty  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  hold 
within  its  limits  not  less  than  three  farmers'  institutes  each  calendar 
year,  and  the  board  shall  render  all  the  assistance  in  its  power  to  make 
these  institutes  interesting  and  profitable.  The  secretary  of  the  board 
shall  provide  lecturers  for  farmers'  institutes,  so  far  as  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  object  will  allow,  and  a  wise  expenditure  of  the  monej^ 
warrant,  but  he  shall  not  be  authorized  to  pay  more  than  one  lecturer 
for  each  institute.  The  secretary  of  each  society  shall  be  requt-red  to 
certify  to  the  holding  of  each  institute  on  blanks  furnished  by  the 
secretary  of  the  board.''  The  board  recommends  "that  whenever  any 
farmers'  organization  in  the  State  shall  desire  to  have  a  course  of  not 
more  than  three  lectures  on  any  farm  subject,  the}^  may  appl}^  to  the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  ag-riculture  for  a  lecturer,  and  the  secretary, 
if  he  thinks  the  subject  a  proper  one,  shall  furnish  a  lecturer,  provid- 
ing he  can  secure  a  competent  person  to  attend  on  the  dates  named,  and 
also  providing  that  he  has  not  already  been  called  on  during  the  year 
to  provide  lecturers  for  more  than  thirteen  courses.  The  lecturers  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  lectures." 

MICHIGAN. 

Act  137,  Public  Acts,  1899. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  State  board  of  agriculture  to  hold  institutes  and  to  establish  and  maintain 
courses  of  reading  and  lectures  for  the  instruction  of  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various  branches 
of  agriculture,  mechanic  arts,  domestic  economj%  and  the  sciences  relating  thereto,  and  making  an 
appropriation  therefor  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  thirty,  nineteen  hundred,  and  June  thirty, 
nineteen  hundred  one,  and  to  provide  a  tax  to  meet  the  same. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Section  1.  That  the  State  board  of  agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  insti- 
tutes and  to  establish  and  maintain  courses  of  reading  and  lectures  for  the  instruction 
01  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture,  mechanic  arts,  domes- 
tic economy,  and  the  sciences  relating  thereto.  The  said  board  shall  formulate  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  it  shall  deem  proper  to  carry  on  the  work  contemplated  in 
this  act,  and  may  employ  such  agent  or  agents  to  perform  such  duties  in  connection 
therewith  as  it  shall  deem  best. 

Sec.  2.  In  each  county  where  an  institute  society  shall  be  organized  and  main- 
tained under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  State  board  of  agriculture  shall  annually 
hold  at  least  one  institute  of  at  least  two  days  in  length.  When  twenty  or  more 
persons,  residents  of  any  county  in  this  State,  shall  organize  themselves  into  a  society 
to  be  called  the  County  Farmers'  Institute  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  the  objects  of  this  act,  and  in  accordance  with  rules  and  regulations  furnished 
by  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  such  society  shall  be  deemed  an  institute  society 
in  the  meaning  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  one  such  institute  society 
in  any  county  shall  be  authorized  by  this  act.  The  State  board  of  agriculture  shall 
hold  one-day  institutes  in  such  counties  of  the  State  as  it  may  deem  expedient,  hut 
not  to  exceed  four  annually  in  any  one  county.  The  State  board  of  agriculture  may  also 
hold,  at  such  places  and  times  as  it  may  determine,  special  institutes,  at  which  the 
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primary  object  shall  be  to  furnish  a  school  of  instruction  in  the  lines  specified  in 
section  one  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  For  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section,  the  State  board  of 
agriculture  may  use  such  sum  as  it  shall  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in  the  year  ending  June  thirty,  nineteen  hundred, 
and  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  year  ending  June  thirty,  nineteen  hun- 
dred one:  Provided,  That  two  hundred  dollars  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  available 
before  June  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  4.  The  several  sums  appropriated  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  general  fund  in  the  State  treasury  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  board  of 
agriculture,  at  such  times  and  in  such  amounts  as  the  general  accounting  laws  of  the 
State  prescribe,  and  the  disbursing  officer  shall  render  his  accounts  to  the  auditor 
general  thereunder. 

Sec.  5.  The  auditor  general  shall  incorporate  in  the  State  tax  for  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  ninety-nine  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which,  when  col- 
lected, shall  be  credited  to  the  general  fund  to  reimburse  the  same  for  the  moneys 
hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  board  of  agriculture  is  further  authorized  to  publish  an  annual 
report,  to  be  known  as  the  "Farmers'  Institute  Bulletin,"  of  not  to  exceed  two  hun- 
dred fifty  pages,  which  shall  contain,  besides  statistical  reports  of  the  work  done  and 
expenditures  incurred  under  this  act,  such  addresses  and  discussions  occurring  at  the 
meetings  held  under  this  act  as  the  board  of  agriculture  shall  deem  of  sufficient 
interest  to  warrant  publication.  The  board  of  State  ■  auditors  is  hereby  directed  to 
print  said  report  and  to  cause  it  to  be  bound  in  substantial  '  inding,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  reports  are  printed  and  bound,  and  in  numV)er  sufficient  to  furnish 
one  to  each  member  of  each  county  farmers'  institute  society  organized  under  this 
act,  and  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  five  hundred  in  addition  for  general  distribution 
by  the  board  of  agriculture.  The  secretary  of  the  State  is  hereby  directed  to  ship  by 
freight  to  the  secretary  of  each  regularly  organized  county  farmers'  institute  society 
a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  said  report  to  supply  one  to  each  member  of  such 
county  societies. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  agriculture,  the  board  of  State  auditors,  and  the  secretary  of 
State  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  publish,  print,  bind,  and  distribute  a 
similar  report  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  ninety-nine,  as 
provided  in  section  four,  for  future  reports  under  this  act. 

This  act  is  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  June  21,  1899. 

Act  232,  Public  Acts,  1901. 

Sec  3.  The  State  board  of  agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  institutes  and  to 
establish  and  maintain  courses  of  reading  and  lectures  for  instruction  in  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture,  mechanic  arts,  domestic  economy,  and  the  related  sciences, 
which  courses  of  reading,  instruction,  and  lectures  shall  be  conducted,  governed, 
and  controlled  by  act  number  one  hundred  thirty-seven  of  the  public  acts  of  eighteen 
hundred  ninety-nine  providing  for  the  same:  Providing,  That  not  less  than  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  shall  be  expended  annually  for  the  purposes  provided 
in  said  act;  but  the  number  of  one-day  institutes  shall  be  determined  by  said  State 
board  of  agriculture. 

Approved  June  6,  1901. 

BULES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  GOVERNING  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  FARMERS' 
INSTITUTES  UNDER  ACT  NO.  166  OF  THE  SESSION  OF  1895,  APPROVED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR 
MAY  18,  1895. 

(1)  The  immediate  management  of  farmers'  institutes  is  placed  in  charge  of  the 
superintendent  of  institutes,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  board  of  agricu]- 
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ture.  The  superintendent  shall  arrange  for  locating  and  holding  institutes  under  the 
act  making  appropriation  therefor.  He  shall  approve  of  institute  societies  authorized 
by  law,  when  properly  organized.  After  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  local 
institute  societies,  he  shall  determine  the  time  and  place  of  holding  each  institute  and 
the  subjects  to  be  discussed,  having  reference  in  these  to  the  branches  of  agriculture 
most  prominent  in  the  locality  and  the  wishes  of  the  local  society.  He  shall  desig- 
nate the  persons  to  attend  the  institutes  as  lecturers,  and  shall  make  such  other 
arrangements  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  insti- 
tutes. He  shall  have  authority  to  meet  with  the  local  institute  societies  to  make 
arrangements  for  institutes.  He  shall  have  authority  to  reject  from  the  programme 
local  speakers  or  topics. 

(2)  The  superintendent  may  call  upon  the  faculty  and  instructors  of  the  college 
and  members  of  the  experiment  station  force  for  such  an  amount  of  institute  work  as 
may  be  assigned  them  by  the  board  with  the  consent  of  the  president.  He  may, 
with  the  approval  of  the  board,  employ  such  other  lecturers  as  may  be  needed  for 
the  conduct  of  institutes.  He  shall  arrange  for  such  reports  of  proceedings  of  the 
institutes  as  the  board  shall  direct.  He  may  appoint  from  the  faculty  or  others 
employed  by  the  board  "institute  conductors,"  who  may  be  designated  to  preside  at 
institutes  and  who  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  programme  at  the  institutes 
assigned  to  them.  They  may  be  required  to  report  as  to  the  conduct  and  result  of 
the  institutes  under  their  charge. 

RULES   FOR   THE   ORGANIZATION    OF   COUNTY    FARMERS'    INSTITUTE   SOCIETIES   AND  THE 

CONDUCT  OF  INSTITUTES. 

( 1 )  Counties  desiring  an  institute  must  first  organize  under  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  To  organize,  at  least  twenty  residents  of  the  county,  without  regard  to  sex,  but  of 
legal  age,  shall  meet  and  adopt  a  brief  constitution,  forms  for  which  are  hereafter 
given,  and  by-laws,  in  harmony  with  the  State  law  and  the  rules  of  the  board,  and 
shall  proceed  to  elect  the  following  officers:  A  president,  a  vice-president  from  each 
township  in  the  county,  and  a  secretary  who  shall  also  be  treasurer.  The  president 
and  secretary,  together  with  three  vice-presidents  designated  by  the  society,  shall  con- 
stitute an  executive  committee,  who  maybe  authorized  by  the  society  to  transact  the 
routine  business  of  the  society  in  connection  with  holding  institutes.  Hereafter  the 
annual  election  of  officers  shall  be  held  during  the  annual  institute  meeting,  only 
members  of  the  society  being  entitled  to  vote. 

Each  institute  society  shall  immediately  report  its  organization  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  institutes,  accompanied  by  the  name  of  the  society,  the  name  and  post- 
office  address  of  each  officer,  and  a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  To  secure 
an  institute  for  the  winter  of  1895-96,  the  organization  must  be  perfected  and  reported 
to  the  superintendent  by  September  20,  1895.  In  case  more  than  one  such  society 
shall  be  organized  in  a  county  the  one  first  reporting  shall  be  recognized  as  the 
institute  society  for  that  county,  provided  it  shall  have  been  properly  organized: 

Provided,  That  any  existing  institute  society  in  a  county  may  be  accepted  as  the 
legal  institute  society  for  that  county.  Such  society  shall  furnish  to  the  secretary  of 
the  State  board  of  agriculture  a  copy  of  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  transmit 
with  the  same  a  written  agreement,  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  such 
society,  stating  that  the  society  will  conform  to  the  general  rules  of  the  board  of 
agriculture  governing  farmers'  institutes.  Such  society  will,  at  the  next  annual 
institute  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  board  of  agriculture,  be  expected  to  adopt 
the  constitution  prescribed  by  the  board  and  to  elect  officers  in  accordance  therewith: 

Provided  also,  That  in  any  county  where  there  exists  an  active  county  agricultural 
society  which  is  fairly  representative  of  the  whole  county,  such  society  may,  for  pur- 
poses of  holding  farmers'  institutes,  be  accepted  as  the  legal  institute  society  for  that 
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county.  Such  society  shall  furnish  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  agriculture  a 
copy  of  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  shall  transmit  with  the  same  a  written 
agreement,  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  society,  stating  that  the 
society  will,  for  purposes  of  farmers'  institutes,  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  board  of 
agriculture  governing  such  institutes. 

(2)  The  secretary  of  each  institute  society  shall  keep  in  a  substantial  book  a  record 
of  all  meetings  of  the  executive  committee  and  of  the  society  and  a  roll  of  the  mem- 
bers, with  the  post-office  address  of  each. 

(3)  When  societies  are  notified  of  the  date  assigned  for  their  institute  the  executive 
committee  shall  proceed  at  once  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  their  institute  by 
engaging  a  hall,  selecting  the  local  speakers  desired,  arranging  for  music,  etc.,  and 
shall  send  to  the  superintendent,  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  date  of  the  institute, 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  local  speakers  who  are  to  take  part,  the  hall  where 
the  meeting  is  to  be  held,  etc.  Upon  receipt  of  this  information  the  superintendent 
shall  at  once  make  out  the  full  program  of  the  institute  and  send  the  same  to  the 
secretary  of  the  institute.  The  secretary  of  the  institute  shall  have  the  programme 
printed  immediately  and  shall  see  that  copies  are  freely  distributed  among  the  farm- 
ers of  the  county.  Should  anything  occur  to  make  it  necessary  to  change  the  date 
of  or  to  abandon  the  meeting  of  the  institute,  notice  shall  be  at  once  sent  to  the 
superintendent. 

(4)  All  institute  societies  organized  or  acting  under  the  law  shall  be  strictly  non- 
partisan and  nonsectarian  in  every  phase  of  their  work,  and  no  institute  shall  be 
operated  in  the  interest  of  any  party,  grange,  alliance,  farmers'  club,  sect,  or  society, 
but  for  the  equal  good  of  all  citizens  and  farming  communities. 

(5)  No  subject  shall  be  presented  at  the  regular  sessions  of  the  institute,  nor  any 
discussion  allowed  of  a  partisan  or  sectarian  nature,  nor  shall  any  speaker  be  allowed, 
in  his  lecture  or  speech,  or  in  any  discussion,  to  advertise  wares  or  schemes  in  which 
he  has  a  pecuniary  interest.  But  exhibits  of  farm  and  garden  products  and  imple- 
ments, devices,  or  materials  used  in  rural  life  shall  be  encouraged,  and  if  possible  a 
separate  room  shall  be  provided  for  such  exhibit. 

(6)  No  fee  shall  be  charged  for  admission  to  the  annual  institute,  nor  contributions 
asked  for,  but  all  expenses  shall  be  previously  provided  for.  If  the  society  desires 
to  hold  other  meetings  during  the  year,  the  expenses  of  such  meetings  may  be  met 
as  the  society  sees  fit. 

(7)  An  institute  society  may  adopt  such  by-laws,  in  its  discretion,  as  it  may  desire, 
provided  that  they  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  rules  of  the  board  of  agriculture. 

■)f  -X-  if  *  *  * 

(9)  Within  ten  days  after  the  close  of  each  institute  the  secretary  shall  make  a 
report  to  the  superintendent,  blanks  for  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  superin- 
tendent. 

CONSTITUTION  TO  BE  ADOPTED  BY  FARMERS'   INSTITUTE  SOCIETIES. 

Article  I.  This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  County  Farmers'  Insti- 
tute Society. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  society  shall  be  the  holding  of  at  least  one  farmers' 
institute  in  this  county  each  year,  devoted  to  the  dissemination  among  the  people  oi 
information  which  shall  aid  in  teaching  better  methods  of  farming,  stock  raising, 
fruit  culture,  and  all  the  branches  of  business  connected  with  the  industry  of  agri- 
culture, and  thus  making  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  more  profitable  and  rural  life 
more  attractive. 

Art.  III.  Any  resident  of  the  county  of  legal  age  may  become  a  member  of  this 

society  by  signing  the  constitution  and  paying  a  fee  of  cents,  which  shall  be 

used  for  incidental  expenses.  This  fee  shall  be  the  annual  fee.  Only  members  of 
the  society  shall  vote  at  the  election  of  officers. 
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Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  a  president,  a  vice-president 
from  each  township  in  the  county,  and  a  secretary  who  may  also  be  treasurer.  The 
secretary  shall  keep,  in  a  suitable  book,  a  record  of  the  transactions  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  a  complete  list  of  its  members  and  their  post-office  addresses.  He  shall 
also  furnish  to  the  board  of  agriculture  such  reports  of  the  institute  as  the  board  may 
direct.  The  details  of  the  business  of  the  society  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  an  execu- 
tive committee,  consisting  of  the  president,  secretary,  and  three  vice-presidents 
designated  by  the  society. 

Art.  V.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  shall  be  held  at  the  time  of  the  annual 
State  institute,  and  the  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  at  this  time. 

Art.  VI.  This  society  shall  meet  the  local  expenses  of  State  institutes  by-member- 
ship dues  or  by  voluntary  contributions  secured  before  the  period  of  holding  such 
institutes. 

Art.  VII,  This  society  shall  endeavor  to  promote  at  the  institutes  artistic  and 
educational  displays  of  rural  products  and  devices  to  lighten  labor;  to  avoid  all  dis- 
cussions of  a  partisan  or  sectarian  nature;  not  to  allow  any  person  in  the  lectures  and 
discussions  to  advertise  wares  or  schemes  in  which  he  has  a  direct  or  indirect  pecun- 
iary interest,  and  to  secure  publicity  to  the  proceedings. 

Art.  VIII.  This  society  shall  be  governed  by,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to, 
the  laws  of  the  State  and  the  rules  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  governing  farm- 
ers' institutes. 

MINNESOTA. 

AN  ACT  to  establish  and  maintain  farmers'  institutes  in  Minnesota,  and  to  appropriate  money 

therefor. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Minnesota: 

Section  1.  That  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  ($18,000)  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  annually  appropriated,  beginning  with  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31,  1904, 
for  the  maintenance  of  farmers'  institutes  to  be  held  in  the  several  counties  of  this 
State  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  average  cost  of  said  farmers'  institutes  to  be  paid  out  of  such 
appropriation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150),  and 
in  such  expenditures  shall  only  be  included  as  legitimate  and  necessary  the  board 
and  traveling  expenses  of  the  instructors  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services.  The  salary  of  the  superintendent  and  his  traveling  and  needful  expenses, 
together  with  the  cost  of  the  necessary  outfit  of  models,  charts,  outlines,  etc.,  and 
the  expenses  consequent  upon  doing  preliminary  work,  preparatory  to  the  holding 
of  these  institutes,  shall  not  be  included  in  calculating  this  average  cost. 

Sec.  3.  It  is  hereby  provided  that  none  of  these  moneys  shall  be  expended  for 
hall  rent,  fuel,  lights,  local  advertising,  nor  compensation  for  services  of  instructors 
other  than  those  regularly  employed. 

Sec.  4.  That  a  board  of  administration  shall  be,  and  i,-  hereb}^  created  to  super- 
intend the  execution  of  this  act,  and  on  and  after  August  1st,  nineteen  hundred  and 
three  (1903),  said  board  shall  be  constituted  as  follows: 

Three  (3)  members  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  to  be 
selected  by  said  board  of  regents,  the  president  of  the  State  Agricultural  'Society,  the 
president  of  the  State  Dairy  Association,  and  the  president  of  the  State  Horticultural 
Society. 

Sec,  5.  Each  member  of  the  board  of  regents  aforesaid  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
period  of  his  regency  unless  otherwise  changed  by  an  act  of  the  board  of  regents  of 
the  University  of  Minnesota.  The  president  of  the  said  agricultural  society  shall 
hold  his  office  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  August,  nmeteen  hundred  and 
three  (1903).  The  presidentot  the  State  Dairy  Association  shall  hold  his  office  fortwo 
years  from  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  three  (1903).    The  presi- 
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dent  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  period  of  one  year 
from  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  three  (1903) . 

When  the  periods  of  office  of  the  president  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  the 
president  of  the  State  Dairy  Association,  and  the  president  of  the  State  Horticultural 
Society  shall  have  ex,pired,  then  the  presidents  of  such  societias  as  named  who  may 
have  been  elected  as  presidents  shall  become  their  successors  in  office,  to  hold  such 
offices  for  the  periods  of  three  years.  Said  board  of  administration  may  select  one 
of  its  number  as  president  thereof  and  one  of  their  number  as  secretary. 

Sec.  6.  This  board  of  administration  is  hereby  empowered,  by  a  majority  vote 
thereof,  to  appoint  a  suitable  and  competent  person  as  State  superintendent  of  farm- 
ers' institutes.  The  superintendent's  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  August  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  three  (1903),  and  shall  continue  for  two  years,  subject  to  the 
discretion  of  the  board  of  administration. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  administration  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  superintendent, 
arrange  the  institute  circuits  to  be  held  annually,  determining  the  times  and  places 
where  such  institutes  shall  be  held  during  each  year,  and  shall  audit  the  accounts 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  8.  The  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes  shall  be  as  follows, 
viz:  To  superintend  the  several  institutes  when  located  as  herein  provided;  to  engage 
competent  instructors  therefor;  to  receive,  examine,  and  report  upon  all  bills  for 
expenses  and  services  payable  from  established  appropriation;  and  at  the  end  of  each 
fiscal  year  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  all  farmers'  institutes  held  under  his  direc- 
tion, with  an  itemized  account  of  all  expenditures,  under  this  act  during  the  year 
last  past  to  said  board  of  administration. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  expense  of  such  institutes,  together  with  the  salary  of  said  super- 
intendent, which  is  hereby  fixed  at  fifteen  hundred  ($1,500)  dollars  per  annum,  and 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  superintendence,  and  all  other  money  named  in  this 
act  shall  be  paid  out  of  said  institute  fund  by  the  State  treasurer  upon  warrants 
issued  by  the  State  auditor,  which  warrant  shall  only  be  drawn  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  superintendent  of  institutes,  approved  by  the  president  of  the  board  of  admin- 
istration. 

Sec.  10.  That  said  board  of  administration  is  hereby  empowered  to  act  as  an  audit- 
ing board,  and  shall  receive  and  audit  reports  and  accounts  of  said  superintendent 
as  aforesaid  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year.  Such  auditing  by  said  board  shall  be 
final.  Subsequent  to  such  auditing  all  vouchers  of  accounts  as  approved  by  said 
board  of  administration,  including  the  report  of  the  superintendent  as  called  for  in 
this  act,  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  State  auditor. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  board  of  administration  shall  cause  to  be  published  annually  a 
handbook  of  practical  agriculture  for  free  distribution  among  the  farmers  of  this 
State.  Said  book  shall  be  called  a  "  Farmers'  Institute  Annual,"  and  the  necessary 
expenses  for  such  publication  shall  be  met  out  of  the  appropriation  herein  made. 
All  accounts  for  said  annual  shall  appear  in  the  annual  report  made  as  herein- 
before provided. 

Sec.  12.  In  arranging  for  such  farmers'  institutes,  they  shall  be  held  so  far  as  pos- 
sible at  times  and  places  when  most  convenient  to  the  farmers  of  this  State.  Each 
meeting  shall  continue  for  not  less  than  one  day  nor  more  than  three  days,  with 
morning,  afternoon,  and,  when  practicable,  evening  sessions.  Each  shall  be  free  to 
the  public  and  each  shall  consist  of  practical  and  instructive  lectures  upon  topics  per- 
taining to  the  farm  and  home,  with  incidents  and  addresses,  discussions  and  illustra- 
tions of  such  methods  and  practices  as  possess  real  merit  and  are  adapted  to  the 
conditions  of  our  agriculture,  the  sole  object  and  purpose  of  these  institutes  being  to 
disseminate  practical  knowledge  upon  questions  pertaining  to  agriculture,  horticul- 
ture, stock  and  dairy  farming,  with  the  least  expense  and  inconvenience  to  the 
people  of  the  State. 
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Sec.  13.  It  is  hereby  provided  that  the  expenditure  of  moneys  for  institute 
expenses  which  may  be  made  prior  to  August  first  of  any  fiscal  year  from  a  fund 
already  provided  as  due  August  first  of  the  fiscal  year  following  shall  not  be  con- 
strued as  a  deficiency  fund;  provided,  also,  that  the  fund  then  to  be  due  has  already 
been  appropriated  by  the  act  of  legislature.  By  this  section  the  needs  of  the  insti- 
tute's seasons  can  be  met  and  be  made  to  harmonize  with  the  fiscal  year  of  the  State. 

Sec.  14.  All  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  15.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  14,  1903. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

There  are  no  laws  respecting  farmers'  institutes  in  tliis  State, 
except  an  item  in  the  act  making  appropriation  to  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College  for  farmers'  institute  work. 

MISSOURI. 

The  section  in  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  Missouri  relating  to  the 
farmers'  institute  work  is  section  No.  4702,  K.  S.,  1899,  defining  the 
duties  of  the  board. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  State  board  of  agriculture  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  constituted  the  body  which 
shall  have  supervision  of  all  the  legalized  departments  and  institutions  of  the  State 
which  are  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture.  It  shall,  as  a  body,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee selected  by  the  board,  be  a  board  of  examiners  of  the  State  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  and  Experiment  Station.  While  in  no  Avay  limiting  the  powers 
of  the  board  of  curators  of  the  State  University  the  board  of  examiners  shall  at  least 
once  in  each  year  carefully  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  college  and  experiment 
station,  including  the  treasurer's  account,  in  reference  to  the  amount  and  sources  of 
the  income  of  the  college  and  experiment  station  and  how  expended,  the  qualifica- 
tions of  those  engaged  in  teaching  and  those  engaged  in  experimental  work,  and  the 
character  of  the  work  done.  The  secretary  of  the  board  of  agriculture  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  information  thus  elicited  together  with  such  recommendations  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  publication  in  the  annual  report  of  the  board.  The 
board  of  agriculture  shall  have  charge  of  the  veterinary  service  of  the  State,  the 
appointment  of  the  State  veterinarian,  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  veterinarian,  of 
deputies,  inspectors,  and  other  assistants.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board,  through 
its  secretary,  to  gather  crop  and  stock  statistics,  meteorological  data,  and  informa- 
tion as  to  the  best  and  most  profitable  means  of  farming,  stock  raising,  fruit  growing, 
etc.,  and  publish  the  same  in  bulletins  as  frequently  as  may  be  deemed  expedient; 
to  hold  farmers'  institutes  in  different  parts  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
instruction  in  agriculture;  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
State,  embracing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  for  the  past  year,  and  an  abstract  of 
the  reports  and  proceedings  of  the  several  agricultural  societies  of  the  State,  accom- 
panied by  such  recommendations,  including  especially  such  a  system  of  public 
instruction  on  these  subjects,  as  may  be  deemed  useful. 

MONTANA. 

AN  ACrr  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  providing  for  farmers'  institutes,  and  making  an  a:)pro- 
priation  therefor,"  approved  March  14,  1901. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tJie  legislative  assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  section  1  of  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  The  board  of  administration  of  the  farmers'  institutes,  as  provided 
for  in  this  act,  shall  consist  as  follows: 
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"  The  governor  of  the  State  and  the  director  of  the  Montana  Experiment  Station, 
both  of  whom  shall  be  ex  officio  members,  and  the  presidents  of  the  following-named 
organizations: 

"The  Montana  Eegistered  Cattle  Breeders'  Association,  The  Montana  Woolgrow- 
ers'  Association,  The  Montana  Li^:e  Stock  Association,  The  Montana  Horticultural 
Society,  The  Montana  State  Board  of  Horticulture,  The  Montana  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  Montana  Dairyman's  Association,  when  these  last  two  shall  have 
been  duly  organized.  Members  of  such  board  of  administration  shall  be  designated 
the  'directors  of  the  Montana  farmers'  institutes,'  and  shall  be  authorized  to  hold 
institutes  for  the  instruction  of  tljje  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various  branches  of 
agriculture,  and  shall  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  best  for 
organizing  and  conducting  the  same.  Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  least  once  in 
each  county  in  each  year,  and  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  directors  may  desig- 
nate; provided  the  requirements  of  the  board  of  administration  have  been  com- 
plied with,  such  as  county  institutes  or  local  organizations  providing  a  suitable  hall, 
lighting  and  heating  the  same,  and  bearing  necessary  advertising  expense.  The 
directors  may  employ  an  agent  or  agents  to  perform  such  work  in  organizing  or  con- 
ducting such  institutes  as  they  may  deem  best.  A  course  of  instruction  at  such  insti- 
tutes shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  present  to  those  in  attendance  the  results  of  the  most 
recent  investigations  in  theoretical  and  practical  agriculture." 

Sec.  2.  For  the  purpose  mentioned  in  this  act,  the  directors  may  use  the  sum  as 
they  may  deem  proper  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000)  per 
annum,  and  that  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  the  State  treasurer  shall  pay,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  a  sum  not  to  exceed 
four  thousand  dollars  (|4,000)  during  each  fiscal  year  hereafter,  on  the  order  of  the 
said  board  of  directors.  Each  institute  held  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  ($50)  dollars  from  the  amount  appropriated 
under  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  section  5  of  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

"  Section  5.  That  immediately  upon  the  passage  and  approval  of  this  act,  the  board 
of  administration  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Helena  and  arrange  for  the  first  series  of 
institutes  throughout  the  State,  and  thereafter  such  board  shall  meet  annually  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  September  to  arrange  for  such  institutes,  and  they  shall  again 
meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  March  of  each  year  to  audit  all  expenditures  and 
arrange  for  the  printing  in  pamphlet  form,  within  sixty  days  of  said  meeting,  of  the 
Institute  Annual,  and  that  the  cost  of  said  annual  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  five 
hundred  ($1,500)  dollars  in  any  one  year." 

Sec.  4.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  approval. 

Approved  March  6,  1903. 

Bvles  of  <jrg(iniz(itioit  of  the  board  of  farmers'  histitutes. 
Article  1. — The  organization  or  the  board  of  farmers'  institutes. 

Section  1.  The  board  of  administration  of  farmers'  institutes,  as  provided  by  law 
(Ch.  CX,  law  of  1903),  shall  consist  of  the  governor  of  the  State  and  the  director 
of  the  Montana  Experiment  Station  as  ex  officio  members,  and  the  presidents  of  the 
following-named  organizations:  The  INIontana  Registered  Cattle  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion, The  Montana  Wool  Growers'  Association,  The  Montana  Live  Stock  Association, 
The  Montana  Horticultural  Society,  The  Montana  State  Board  of  Horticulture,  The 
Montana  Agricultural  Association,  and  The  Montana  Dairyman's  Association,  when 
the  latter  shall  have  been  organized.  Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business  at  a  meeting. 
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Sec.  2.  The  board  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Helena  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  March 
and  the  second  Tuesday  in  September  of  each  year.  They  shall  meet  at  such  other 
times  as  may  be  necessary,  at  the  call  of  the  president. 

Sec.  3.  The  officers  of  the  board  shall  consist  of  a  president  and  a  secretary,  who 
shall  be  elected  at  the  meeting  held  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  immediately  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  regular  session  of  the  legislature,  and  shall  hold  office  for  two 
years,  or  until  such  time  as  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualify. 

Article  2. — Duties  of  the  board. 

Section  1.  The  board  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  farmers'  institute  meetings 
and  shall  pass  upon  all  expenditures  and  upon  all  plans  and  business  matters  sub- 
mitted by  the  president  and  secretary. 

Sec  2.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  districts  comprising  several  counties,  which 
may  be  reached  by  a  party  of  institute  workers  without  unnecessary  expense. 

Sec  3.  In  one  or  more  districts,  which  shall  be  varied  each  year,  a  full  corps  of 
institute  workers  shall  attend  and  hold  a  two  or  three  days'  session  in  each  county. 
This  deputation  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  stenographer,  who  shall  make  a  full  report 
of  their  meetings  for  the  Farmers'  Institute  Annual. 

Sec  4.  The  board  shall  endeavor  to  encourage  by  all  means  in  its  power  the  for- 
mation of  local  farmers'  institutes,  organizations,  or  farmers'  clubs  in  the  various 
counties  or  communities  of  the  State.  It  shall  lend  such  aid  as  in  its  power  toward 
maintaining  these  organizations  and  toward  helping  to  make  their  work  efficient  and 
helpful  to  the  communities  in  Avhich  they  are  organized.  It  shall  also,  as  far  as 
possible,  recognize  and  use  those  local  organizations  in  arranging  for  institute  meet- 
ings in  any  locality. 

Article  3.- — The  execl'tive  committee. 

The  president  of  the  board,  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  secretary  of  the  board 
shall  constitute  an  executive  committee  to  consider  and  pass  upon  all  matters  that 
may  arise  during  the  interim  between  the  meetings  of  the  board.  Before  any  bills 
are  paid  they  must  be  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  president  and  the  secretary. 

Article  -i. — Duties  of  officers. 

Section  1.  The  president  shall  preside  over  all  meetings  of  the  board.  He  shall 
present  to  the  board  from  time  to  time  his  views  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  far- 
mers' institute  w^ork  and  shall  make  such  recommendations  to  the  board  as  he  deems 
best. 

Sec.  2.  The  secretary  shall  be  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes,  and  shall  have 
immediate  charge  of  and  make  all  arrangements  for  the  farmers'  institute  work  over 
the  State.  Such  plans  and  arrangements  he  shall  submit  for  the  approval  of  the 
board. 

He  shall  make  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  year,  giving  a  full  account  of  the 
meetings  held,  the  attendance  at  each  meeting,  the  list  of  speakers  at  the  various 
meetings,  and  a  full  list  of  the  expenditures  of^  the  year,  together  with  such  recom- 
mendations looking  toward  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  farmers'  institute  work  as  he 
deems  best  to  make,  the  whole  or  a  summary  of  this  report  to  be  embodied  in  the 
Farmers'  Institute  Annual.  The  secretary  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually 
pertain  to  this  office. 

Sec  3.  The  secretary  shall  collect  all  the  papers,  addresses,  and  discussions  given 
at  the  various  meetings.  He  shall  edit  the  same  and  cause  them  to  be  printed  in  a 
pamphlet  to  be  known  as  the  Farmers'  Institute  Annual. 

NEBRASKA. 

There  is  no  State  law  under  wliicli  farmers'  institutes  are  held  in 
Nebraska.  The  institutes  were  started  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
several  State  societies  interested  in  agriculture  with  the  Universit}^ 
of  Nebraska.  The  university  will  devote  $6,000  per  year  to  the  work 
of  farmers'  institutes  during  the  next  biennium.  The  university 
employs  a  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes,  who  is  the  director  of 
the  experiment  station,  and  also  an  assistant  superintendent,  who  has 
charge  of  the  field  work. 
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Except  at  entirely  new  points  the  hotel  bills  of  the  speakers  are  paid 
by  the  local  organization,  which  cooperates  with  the  State  organiza- 
tion. The  local  organization  also  bears  the  expenses  of  hall  rent,  heat- 
ing and  lighting,  and  local  advertising. 

NEVADA. 

There  are  no  laws  in  Nevada  with  respect  to  the  organization  and 
conducting  of  farmers'  institutes.  The  institutes  are  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  experiment  station  staff. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Public  Statutes  of  New  Hampshire.    Chapter  12. 

Sec.  9.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  which 
shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  public  inspection.  He  shall  aid  the  board  by  obtaining 
all  the  information  he  can  concerning  the  adaptation  of  the  soils  and  climate  of  the 
State  to  the  raising  of  grasses,  grains,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  other  products;  the  best 
methods  for  their  cultivation;  the  production  and  rearing  of  domestic  animals;  the 
machinery  and  implements  best  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  farmers  and  horti- 
culturists, and  all  other  subjects  that  will  increase  the  prosperity  and  profit  of  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  pursuits  in  the  State.  He  shall  collect  samples  of  fertilizers 
sold  in  this  State,  and  any  other  articles  which  the  interests  of  agriculture  may 
require,  and  submit  them  to  the  college  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts  for 
chemical  analysis.  He  sIkiU  inalr  arrangements  for,  give  public  notice  of,  and,  if  'poi<- 
sible,  ])ersonalhj  attend  the  firmrrs'  meetings  authorized  by  the  board,  and  report  to  the 
board  all  the  important  ii  format  ion  there  obtained.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties 
as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  board. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  farmers'  institutes  in  New  Jersey  are  organized  and  conducted 
under  authority  granted  to  the  State  board  of  agriculture  by  the 
legislature.    The  section  of  the  act  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  That  in  order  to  collect  and  disseminate  reliable  and  useful  informa- 
tion and  to  encourage  a  higher  standard  in  the  agriculture  and  horticulture  of  the 
State  the  executive  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made  experi- 
mental and  practical  tests  of  specific  remedies  or  cures  of  diseases  of  domestic  animals 
and  poultry  and  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  lecture  before  the  State  board  of 
agriculture,  at  its  annual  or  other  meetings,  and  in  the  counties  of  the  State  as  far  as 
the  sum  herein  apjDropriated  will  alloAv. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  has  dele- 
gated the  management  and  conduct  of  the  institutes  to  the  secretary 
of  the  board. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

In  New  Mexico  the  farmers'  institute  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Agricultural  College  and  Experiment  Station.  Thus  far  there  has 
been  no  legislation  providing  for  the  organization  of  institutes. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  station  staff  and  facult}^  of  the  college  the 
board  of  regents  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  lecturers  employed. 
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NEW  YORK. 

Section  2  of  article  1  of  the  New  York  State  agricultural  law,  chap- 
ter 338.  passed  in  1893,  defines  the  duties  of  the  commissioner  of 
agriculture  as  follows: 

The  commissioner  of  agriculture  shall  l^e  the  chief  of  the  department.  The  Xew 
York  State  dairy  commissioner  shall  be  commissioner  of  agriculture  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  appointed  and  qualified.  The  commissioner  of  agriculture  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  His 
term  of  office  shall  be  three  years.  He  shall  be  paid  an  annual  salary  cf  |4,000  and 
his  necessary  expenses,  not  to  exceed  $500,  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties.    He  may  appoint  a  director  of  farmers'  institutes.    *    *  ^ 

The  bill  further  provides  ''that  all  accounts  and  expenses  of  the 
department  authorized  b}^  law  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the 
warrant  of  the  comptroller  after  they  have  been  audited." 

The  annual  appropriation  bill  contains  a  clause  which  reads:  ''To 
the  department  of  agriculture  for  holding  farmers'  institutes,  $20,000, 
or  so  niuch  thereof  as  may  be  needed.'' 

In  the  State  printing  law  there  is  a  provision  for  printing,  among 
other  of  the  public  documents,  the  report  of  the  bureau  of  farmers' 
institutes. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  b}^  an  act  which  went  into  effect 
March  9,  1901,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  of  agriculture, 
by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  board  of  agriculture,  to 
hold  "farmers'  institutes  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State  as  fre- 
quently as  ma}^  be  deemed  advisable  in  order  to  instruct  the  people  in 
improved  methods  in  farming,  in  the  beneficial  use  of  fertilizers  and 
composts,  and  to  ascertain  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  various 
farming  communities;  and  may  collect  the  papers  and  addresses  made 
at  these  institutes  and  publish  the  same  in  pamphlet  form  annually 
for  distribution  among  the  farmers  of  the  State.  He  ma}"  secure  such 
assistants  as  ma}'  be  necessary  or  beneficial  in  holding  such  institutes." 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Sections  1,  3,  and  5  of  the  following  act  creating  a  State  farmers' 
institute  board  of  directors  and  regulating  the  holding  of  such  insti- 
tutes constitute  portions  of  a  law  that  went  into  effect  July  1,  1901. 

Sections  2  and  1  are  amendments  to  the  foregoing  act  and  were 
approved  March  19,  1903. 

Section  1.  There  is  hereby  established  a  farmers'  institute  board  composed  of  the 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  tlie  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College,  the 
commissioner  of  agriculture  and  labor,  the  director  of  the  experiment  station,  the 
professor  of  agriculture,  and  the  professor  of  dairying  of  the  North  Dakota  Agri- 
cultural College. 
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Sec.  2.  (Organization  of  board.  )  The  State  farmers'  institute  board  of  directors 
shall  have  power  to  organize  by  electing  one  of  its  members  to  act  as  president  and 
one  to  act  as  secretary,  and  it  is  hereby  made  its  duty  to  employ  a  director  of 
farmers'  institutes  and  such  other  institute  lecturers  as  may  be  deemed  necessary;  to 
authorize  the  holding  of  not  less  than  forty  institutes  each  year,  the  same  to  be  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  instruct  the  farmers  of  - the  State  in  maintaining  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  the  improvement  of  cereal  crops  grown  in  the  State,  principles  of  breeding 
as  applied  to  domestic  animals,  the  making  and  handling  of  dairy  products,  the 
destruction  of  noxious  weeds  and  injurious  insects,  forestry,  and  growing  of  fruits, 
feeding  and  management  of  live  stock,  and  in  general  such  instruction  as  will  tend  to 
promote  the  prosperity,  home  life,  and  comfort  of  the  farming  population. 

Sec.  3.  No  member  of  this  board  shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services, 
but  shall  he  allowed  his  actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses  when  engaged  upon 
business  connected  with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties  under  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  (Appropriation  for  institutes.  )  There  is  hereby  aiDpropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand 
dollars  biennially  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  act.  All  charges,  accounts, 
and  expenses  authorized  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  State  board  of  audit,  when  certified  by  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Sec.  5.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

OHIO. 

Law  Governing  Farmers'  Institute  Societies  in  Ohio. 
[Passed  April  26,  1890,  and  amended  April  27,  1896.] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  tJie  State  of  Ohio: 

Section  1.  That  when  twenty  or  more  persons,  residents  of  any  county  in  the 
State,  organize  themselves  into  a  farmers'  institute  society,  for  the  purpose  of  teach- 
ing better  methods  of  farming,  stock  raising,  fruit  culture,  and  all  branches  of  business 
connected  wath  the  industry  of  agriculture,  and  adopt  a  constitution  and  by-laws 
agreeable  to  rules  and  regulations  furnished  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture;  and 
when  such  society  shall  have  elected  proper  officers  and  performed  such  other  acts 
as  may  be  required  by  the  rules  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  such  society  shall 
be  deemed  a  body  corporate. 

Sec.  2.  Not  to  exceed  four  farmers'  institute  societies  organized  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  hold  annual  meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  board- 
of  agriculture  in  any  one  county  in  the  State,  and  the  State  board  of  agriculture  shall 
have  power  to  determine  the  number  and  name  the  times  and  places  for  holding 
such  institute  meetings. 

Sec  3.  When  a  society  organized  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  have  held 
an  annual  farmers'  institute  meeting  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  State  board 
of  agriculture,  the  secretary  of  said  board  shall  issue  certificates,  one  to  the  president 
of  the  farmers'  institute  society  and  one  to  the  president  of  the  State  board  of  agri- 
culture, setting  forth  these  facts,  and  on  the  presentation  of  these  certificates  to  the 
county  auditor,  he  shall  each  year  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  the  county  as 
follows:  Based  on  the  last  previous  National  census,  a  sum  equal  to  three  mills  for 
each  inhabitant  of  the  county  in  favor  of  the  president  of  the  State  board  of  agri- 
culture, and  a  sum  equal  to  three  mills  for  each  inhabitant  of  the  county  in  favor  of 
the  president  of  the  farmers'  institute  society,  where  but  one  society  is  organized, 
but  in  counties  where  there  are  more  than  one  farmers'  institute  society  organized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  holding  meetings  under  the  auspices  and  by 
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direction  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  the  said  three  mills  for  each  inhabitant 
shall  be  equally  apportioned  among  such  societies,  and  warrants  in  the  proper 
amounts  issued  to  the  respective  presidents,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  shall 
pay  the  same  from  the  county  fund:  Provided,  That  in  no  county  shall  the  total 
annual  sum  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  And  provided  further,  That  the 
payment  to  any  institute  society  shall  not  exceed  the  expense,  as  per  detailed  state- 
ment, provided  in  section  four  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  With  each  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  to 
the  county  auditor,  which  certificate  shall  indicate  the  number  of  societies  organized 
in  the  county  and  holding  meetings  by  direction  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture, 
and  before  the  auditor  issues  his  order  upon  the  treasurer,  there  shall  be  filed  with 
the  auditor  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  institute  for  the  current 
year,  no  part  of  which  shall  be  for  salaries  of  officers  of  the  institute  society;  but 
this  provision  shall  not  apply  to  the  order  in  favor  of  the  president  of  the  State  board 
of  agriculture,  which  board  shall  issue  statement  as  required  in  section  six  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  5.  At  the  annual  farmers'  institute  meetings,  held  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  the  said  board 
shall  furnish  lecturers  or  speakers  whose  compensation  and  expenses  shall  be  paid 
by  the  board. 

Sec  6.  At  the  close  of  each  season's  institute  work, 'the  State  board  of  agriculture 
shall  publish  in  pamphlet  or  book  form  such  lectures  and  papers  delivered  at  the 
several  institute  meetings  as  may  seem  of  general  interest  and  importance  to  the 
farmers,  stock  breeders,  and  horticulturists  of  the  State,  copies  of  which  shall  be 
furnished  the  secretary  of  each  institute  society,  and  the  balance  issued  to  be  for 
general  distribution;  the  cost  of  preparing  the  matter  and  the  distribution  of  the 
pamphlet  or  book  to  be.  paid  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture.  Said  board  shall 
also  publish  in  such  pamphlet  or  book  a  detailed  statement  of  its  receipts  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  disbursements  on  account  of  institute  work. 

Sec.  7.  Said  original  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
support  of  farmers'  institutes,"  passed  April  26,  1890,  is  hereby  repealed  and  this  act 
shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Rules  of  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  Organization  and  Man- 
agement OF  Farmers'  Institute  Societies,  adopted  May  26,  1896. 

Section  1.  Parties  who  contemplate  organizing  farmers'  institute  societies  and 
farmers'  institute  societies  already  organized  desiring  to  hold  meetings  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Ohio,  passed  April  26,  1890,  and  amended  iVpril  27,  1896,  must  first  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  State  board  of  agriculture  for  the  same,  signed  by  twenty  or 
more  residents  of  the  county,  without  regard  to  sex,  but  all  signers  must  be  of  legal 
age.  In  order  that  the  board  may  act  intelligently  on  such  petitions,  the  petitioners 
should  furnish  replies  to  questions  propounded  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture  con- 
cerning proposed  place  of  meeting,  capacity  of  hall  or  building  to  be  occupied,  rail- 
way facilities,  etc.  Blank  petitions  with  the  questions  to  be  answered  will  be  fur- 
nished on  application  by  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  at  Columbus. 

Sec  2.  Said  j^etition  should  be  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  agri- 
culture not  later  than  the  first  day  of  September  of  any  year.  Earlier  presentation 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  board  in  considering  applications  and  assigning 
dates  and  speakers.  Petitioners  will  be  promptly  notified  of  such  action  as  the  State 
Ijoard  of  agriculture  may  take. 

Sec  3.  After  the  petition  for  the  holding  of  an  institute  meeting  shall  have  been 
granted,  the  petitioners  will  proceed  to  organize,  if  not  already  organized,  by  the 
election  of  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  an  executive  comuiit- 
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tee  of  three  (the  resident  and  secretary  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  this  committee, 
making  a  committee  of  five),  all  to  serve  for  the  period  of  one  year  or  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  duly  elected.  After  the  first  organization  an  election  of  officers  shall  be 
held  during  each  annual  institute  meeting,  only  members  of  the  society  being  entitled 
to  vote.  Of  the  officers,  not  more  than  two  shall  be  elected  who  are  residents  of  the 
same  township.  The  society  shall  adopt  a  constitution  and  by-laws  in  harmony  with 
the  institute  law  of  the  State  and  these  rules. 

Sec.  4.  As  soon  as  an  organization  is  completed  it  shall  be  reported  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  with  the  name  of  the  society  and  the  names 
and  post-office  addresses  of  the  officers  and  a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 

Sec.  5.  The  secretary  of  each  institute  society  shall  keep  in  a  substantial  book  or 
books  a  record  of  all  meetings  of  the  executive  committee  and  society  and  a  roll  of 
the  members,  with  the  post-office  address  of  each — first,  the  original  petitioners  for 
the  organization,  followed  by  residents  of  the  county  or  locality,  of  legal  age,  who, 
by  enrolling  their  names  in  the  secretary's  book,  become  members  of  the  society. 

Sec.  6.  When  a  petition  has  been  granted  and  the  society  notified  of  the  date 
assigned  for  its  institute  meeting  and  the  lecturers  to  be  furnished  by  the  State 
board  of  agriculture,  the  executive  committee  shall  proceed  in  due  time  to  make 
-  arrangements  for  the  institute  meeting,  by  engaging  hall,  selecting  the  local  talent 
desired,  arranging  for  music  and  all  other  details  necessary  for  the  successful  holding 
of  a  farmers'  institute  meeting,  and  preparing  a  programme  which  shall  occupy  the 
time  assigned  for  the  meeting.  In  arranging  the  programme  time  shall  be  allowed 
for  discussion  of  the  topics  presented  and  for  miscellaneous  questions.  The  speakers 
sent  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture  are  to  occupy  not  more  than  half  the  time  of 
the  institute  meeting,  and  local  talent,  discussions,  and  music  the  remaining  time. 
The  programme  should  be  published  for  general  distribution  at  least  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  the  institute  meeting,  and  at  the  same  time  a  copy  mailed  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  State  board  of  agriculture  and  to  each  speaker  who  is  to  take  part. 
Societies  should  thoroughly  advertise  and  use  diligence  and  enterprise  to  create  an 
interest  among  the  people  and  to  secure  the  largest  possible  attendance.  Every  citi- 
zen of  the  county  and  locality  ought  to  be  informed  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  nature 
of  the  institute  meeting.  The  executive  committee  shall  have  full  authority  to  audit 
and  settle  all  accounts  made  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  institute  society. 

Sec.  7.  All  institute  societies  organized  under  the  institute  law  of  the  State  shall 
be  strictly  nonpartisan  and  nonsectarian  in  every  phase  of  their  work,  and  no  insti- 
tute shall  be  conducted  in  the  interest  of  any  party,  sect,  or  society,  but  for  the  equal 
good  of  all  citizens  and  farming  communities. 

Sec  8.  The  presiding  officers  of  the  various  institute  societies  of  the  State,  hold- 
ing meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  should  always  and 
under  all  circumstances  prohibit  discussions  of  subjects  other  than  those  pertaining 
to  agriculture,  horticulture,  stock  breeding,  etc. ;  anything  of  a  sectarian  or  partisan 
character  should  not  be  discussed  or  commented  upon  either  by  speakers  or  mem- 
bers of  institute  societies;  no  criticisms  of  State,  county,  or  township  officials  should 
be  tolerated  under  any  circumstances. 

Sec.  9.  No  fee  shall  be  charged  for  admission  to  institute  meetings  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture;  they  shall  be  public  and  free  to  all,  the 
object  being  to  impart  agricultural  knowledge  and  experience  free  to  all  persons 
sufficiently  interested  to  attend.  If  any  society  desires  to  hold  quarterly,  monthl)^ 
or  weekly  meetings  during  the  year,  the  expense  of  the  same  may  be  met  by 
admission  fees,  subscriptions,  collections,  or  sale  of  season  tickets.  Nothing  in  this 
section  shall  prevent  voluntary  contributions  or  subscriptions  for  securing  speakers 
desired  other  than  those  sent  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture. 

Sec  10.  Within  ten  days  after  the  close  of  each  institute  meeting,  the  secretary 
e^hall  make  a  report  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  blanks  for 
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which  will  be  furnished.  On  receipt  of  such  report  by  the  secretary  of  the  State 
board  of  agriculture  he  will  issue  the  certificate,  according  to  law,  which  will  enable 
the  society  to  draw  the  amount  due  from  the  county. 

Sec.  11.  A  society  or  its  executive  committee  may,  on  the  call  of  the  president, 
hold  such  business  meetings  as  may  be  necessary  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
society  and  arrange  for  the  annual  institute  meeting  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  State  board  of  agriculture;  and  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee for  such  meetings  may  be  paid  as  other  items  and  charged  with  other  expenses 
of  the  institute. 

Sec.  12.  "When  the  secretary  of  a  farmers'  institute  society  shall  send  a  written 
report  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  as  provided  by  section  10  of 
these  rules,  he  shall  state  the  cost  of  the  institute  meeting  (not  including  expense  of 
speakers  sent  by  the  State  board  of  agriculture) ,  number  in  attendance  during  the 
mstitute  meeting,  speakers  who  filled  appointments,  speakers  absent,  whether 
speakers  were  acceptable  or  otherwise,  and  report  any  feature  or  matter  of  special 
interest. 

Sec.  13.  The  State  board  of  agriculture  requires  that  lecturers  employed  by  the 
board  shall  devote  their  time  and  efforts  to  the  discussion  of  such  subjects  as  are 
clearly  provided  for  by  the  institute  law  of  the  State,  namely,  "farming,  stock 
raising,  fruit  culture,  and  all  branches  of  business  connected  with  the  industry  of 
agriculture." 

Suggestive  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  Farmers'  Institute  Societies. 

constitution. 

Article  1.  This  organization  shall  be  known  as  The  Institute  Society. 

Art.  2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  teach  better  methods  of  farming,  stock  raising, 
fruit  culture,  etc.,  and  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual,  social,  and  material  welfare 
of  the  community. 

Art.  3.  Its  members  shall  consist  of  residents  of  the  vicinity,  of  legal  age,  who 
shall  enroll  their  names  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  secretary. 

Art.  4.  Its  officers  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  an  executive  committee  of  five,  of  which  the  president  and  secretary  shall  be 
members  ex  officio,  all  to  serve  for  a  period  of  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  are 
duly  elected.  After  the  first  organization  an  election  of  officers  shall  be  held  during 
each  annual  institute  meeting,  only  members  of  the  society  being  entitled  to  vote. 
Of  the  officers,  not  more  than  two  shall  be  elected  who  are  residents  of  the  same 
township. 

Art.  5.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present  at  any  annual  meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
society  and  of  the  executive  committee,  and  he  shall  have  authority  to  call  special 
meetings. 

Sec  2.  In  the  absence  of  the  president  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  vice-president 
to  preside  at  meetings  of  the  society  and  of  the  executive  committee. 

Sec  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
all  meetings  of  the  society  and  of  the  executive  committee,  to  keep  a  roil  of  the 
members  with  the  post-office  address  of  each,  and  to  conduct  all  correspondence 
relating  to  the  business  of  the  society.  At  the  close  of  the  annual  institute  the  secre- 
tary shall  file  ^yith  the  county  auditor  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the 
institute  for  the  current  year,  make  a  report  of  institute  meeting  to  the  secretary 
of  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  etc. 
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Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  all  moneys  and  to  pay  out 
the  same  on  the  wrtten  order  of  the  executive  committee. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  to  make  arrangements  for 
institute  meetings,  to  engage  hall,  select  local  talent,  arrange  for  music,  prepare 
programme,  etc.  It  shall  have  full  authority  to  audit  and  settle  all  accounts  made 
for  the  society. 

Sec.  6.  The  work  of  this  institute  society  is  not  to  be  conducted  in  the  interest  of 
any  party,  sect,  or  society,  but  for  the  equal  good  of  all  citizens  of  the  community. 

Sec.  7.  These  by-laws  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present  at  any  annual  meeting. 

OKLAHOMA. 

AN  ACT  establishing  a  board  of  agriculture  and  detinihg  its  duties,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  tjij  the  legiskdice  assemhJi/  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma: 

Section  1.  That  a  board  of  agriculture  is  hereby  created,  said  board  to  consist  of 
six  members  and  the  governor  (  f  Oklahoma,  who  shall  be  an  ex  officio  member. 
The  six  members  shall  be  elected  by  annual  meetings  of  delegates  from  county  insti- 
tutes to  be  held  as  hereinafter  provided.  As  soon  after  the  passage  and  approval  of 
this  act  as  nine  county  farmers'  institutes  shall  have  been  duly  chartered  and  organ- 
ized as  hereinafter  provided,  the  recretary  of  the  Territory  shall  notify  the  governor, 
whose  duty  it  shall  then  be  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  elected  by  such  insti- 
tutes, said  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Territorial  capital,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
the  six  members  of  said  board,  of  whom  two  shall  be  elected  for  the  full  term  of 
three  years,  two  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  two  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and 
thereafter  two  members  shall  be  so  elected  for  the  full  term  of  three  years  at  each 
annual  meeting.  If  vacancies  occur  in  the  membership  from  any  cause,  the  gov- 
ernor shall  fill  the  same  by  appointment,  on  recommendation  of  the  board,  until 
the  next  annual  meeting,  when  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  election  for  the 
remainder  of  the  unexpired  term. 

Sec.  2.  ^Members  of  the  board  of  agriculture  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on  every 
proposition  with  the  delegates  from  the  several  farmers'  institutes  in  the  annual 
meeting.  ^  ^  The  secretary  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to 
him  by  the  board.  It  shall  also  b^  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  to  cooperate 
with  the  faculty  of  the  agricultural  and  mechanical  college  and  the  staff  of  the  agri- 
cultural experiment  station  in  the  preparation  of  programmes  for  institute  meetings, 
and  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  each  county  farmers'  institute.  The  powers 
and  duties  of  the  board  of  agriculture  shall  include  the  collection  and  publication  of 
statistical  information  concerning  agriculture,  horticulture,  animal  husbandry,  and 
kindred  industries  of  Oklahoma,  and  it  shall  have  supervision  of  the  county  farmers' 
institute  system.    *    *  * 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  agriculture  shall  issue  an  annual  report  summarizing  the 
statistics  collected  as  hereinafter  provided,  detailing  an  account  of  the  work  of  the 
Ijoard  during  the  preceding  year,  reviewing  the  work  of  the  county  farmers'  insti- 
tutes, and  containing  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
board. 

Sec.  5.  Upon  application  of  not  less  than  fifteen  farmers  resident  in  one  county, 
the  secretary  of  the  Territory  shall  issue  a  charter  for  a  corporation  to  be  known  as 
the  county  farmers'  institute  for  such  county.  Each  county  farmers'  institute  shall 
hold  its  annual  meeting  at  the  county  seat  upon  a  date  determined  and  announced 
by  the  board  of  agriculture.  The  programmes  of  such  annual  meetings  shall  include 
the  discussion  of  matters  pertaining  to  agriculture,  and  shall  be  published  at  least  one 
month  before  the  advertised  date  of  the  institute.  Each  institute  shall,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  elect  one  delegate  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  agriculture.  Dele- 
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gates  to  the  annual  meeting  of  said  board  shall  receive  compensation  at  the  rate  of  two 
dollars  per  day  for  not  more  than  three  days  and  three  cents  per  mile  for  each  mile 
necessarily  traveled  in  going  to  and  returning  from  such  meeting,  said  mileage  and  per 
diem  to  be  paid  by  the  Territorial  treasurer  upon  warrants  to  be  drawn  by  the  Terri- 
torial auditor.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  county  institute 
from  holding  meetings  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  its  officers  and  members 
n:iay  determine. 

OREGON. 

Oregon  has  no  laws  regarding  farmers'  institutes.  Such  institutes 
as  are  held  are  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  agricultural  college, 
and  are  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  institution. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  farmers'  institutes  in  Pennsylvania  were  established  under  the 
act  of  assembly  of  March  13,  1895,  section  3  of  which  is  as  follows: 

There  shall  be  one  deputy  secretary,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for 
a  term  of  four  years,  at  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year,  who  shall  also  be  director  of 
institutes. 

The  same 'act,  section  5,  provides — 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  institutes  to  arrange  them  in  such 
manner  as  to  time  and  places  of  holding  the  same  as  to  secure  the  greatest  economy 
and  efficiency  of  service,  and  to  this  end  he  shall,  in  each  county  where  such  insti- 
tutes are  to  be  held,  confer  and  advise  w^ith  the  local  member  of  the  State  board  of 
agriculture,  together  with  representatives  duly  appointed  by  each  county  agricultural, 
horticultural,  and  other  like  organizations  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
speakers  and  other  iDcal  arrangements. 

The  institutes  are  supported  by  biennial  appropriations  by  the  legis- 
lature made  to  the  department  of  agriculture.  The  appropriation-  for 
the  two  years  of  1903  and  1901  is  $17,500  per  annum  for  institute 
purposes. 

PORTO  RICO. 

Farmers'  institutes  have  not  yet  been  organized  in  Porto  Rico,  and 
there  has  been  no  legislation  in  that  direction. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Farmers'  institutes  in  Rhode  Island  are  conducted  under  authority 
granted  by  the  general  assembly  in  an  act  passed  May  19,  1892, 
section  1  of  which  is  as  follows: 

The  board  shall  hold  one  agricultural  institute  in  each  county  annually,  either 
independently  or  in  connection  with  any  society  or  association,  or  other  organization 
devoted  to  the  same  general  objects,  and  may  hold  as  many  more  as  it  shall  deem 
expedient,  and  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  encourage  State  and  local  associations 
and  societies  in  the  interests  of  agriculture. 

The  arranging  for  the  holding  of  institutes  is  committed  b}^  the 
State  board  of  agriculture  to  its  secretar^^,  and  the  expenses  are  paid 
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by  the  board  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  115,000  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  several  provisions  of  the  act  by 
which  the  board  is  constituted. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

There  is  no  law  in  this  State  authorizing  the  holding  of  farmers' 
institutes.  Institutes,  however,  are  held  under  authority  granted  b}^ 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Clemson  Agricultural  College.  A  committee 
of  this  board  makes  out  the  programme  for  the  ^^ear  and  appoints  an 
officer  to  take  charg'e  of  the  work  of  conducting  the  meetings. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

There  has  been  no  legislation  in  South  Dakota  relating  to  farmers' 
institutes.    No  institutes  were  held  during  the  past  year. 

TENNESSEE. 

Tennessee  has  no  special  law  governing  farmers'  institutes.  The  leg- 
islature makes  an  appropriation  to  the  department  of  agriculture  to  ])e 
used  by  the  commissioner  for  institute  purposes.  The  commissioner 
selects  the  lecturers,  arranges  the  programmes,  and  decides  the  places 
and  times  for  holding  the  institutes. 

TEXAS. 

The  legislature  of  Texas  at  its  last  session  made  an  appropriation 
for  the  salarv  of  a  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes  who  shall  be 
emplo^'ed  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechani- 
cal College  of  Texas  as  a  regular  member  of  the  college  staff.  The 
board  has  also  set  aside  out  of  its  general  funds  an  amount  sufficient 
to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  superintendent. 

UTAH. 

State  Providing  for  Farmers'  Institutes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Utah: 

Section  1.  The  trustees  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Utah,  with  the  advice  of 
the  faculty  of  said  college,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hold  institutes  for 
the  instruction  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture. 
Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  least  once  in  each  county  each  school  year,  beginning 
July  Ij  1896,  and  at  such  times  and  at  such  places  as  the  trustees  and  faculty  may 
direct,  and  they  shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  deem  proper  for 
organizing  and  conducting  such  institutes  and  may  employ  an  agent  or  agents  to 
perform  such  work,  in  connection  with  the  faculty  of  the  college,  as  they  may  deem 
best.-  The  course  of  instruction  at  such  institutes  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  present 
to  those  in  attendance  the  results  of  the  most  recent  investigations  in  theoretical  and 
practical  agriculture. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  those  conducting  institutes  in  any  county  or  pre- 
cinct in  this  State,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  encourage  and  assist  in  the 
organization  of  local  agricultural  societies. 
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Sec.  3.  At  the  close  of  each  season's  institute  work,  the  trustees  aforesaid  will 
cause  to  be  published  in  book  or  pamphlet  form,  tor  free  distribution  to  the  farmers 
of  the  State,  an  annual  report  of  the  institute  work,  which  report  shall  contain  the 
leading  papers  and  discussions  presented  at  the  institute  meetings  of  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  act,  said  trustees  may  use  such  sum  as 
they  may  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  any  one 
year,  and  such  amount  is  hereby  annually  appropriated  for  that  purpose  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  28,  1896. 

VERMONT. 

Farmers*  institutes  in  the  State  of  Vermont  are  under  the  control  of 
the  State  board  of  agriculture  as  organized  b}^  the  following  act  of 
assembly : 

Sec.  245.  The  governor,  the  president  of  the  University  of  Vermont  and  State 
Agricultural  College,  and  three  other  persons  appointed  by  the  governor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  senate  during  each  biennial  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  who 
shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber in  the  year  in  which  the  appointment  is  made,  shall  constitute  the  board  of  agri- 
culture for  the  improvement  of  the  general  interests  of  husbandry,  the  promotion  of 
agricultural  education  throughout  the  State,  and  for  the  discharge  of  such  other 
duties  as  are  hereinafter  set  forth;  vacancies  in  the  board  shall  be  filled  by  the  gov- 
ernor.   Said  board  shall  appoint  from  its  number  a  secretary. 

Sec.  246.  The  board  shall  hold  one  meeting  in  each  county  annually  and  others  if 
deemed  expedient,  and  may  employ  lecturers,  essayists,  or  other  aid  in  conducting 
said  meetings,  managing  its  affairs  generally  and  discharging  its  duties.  At  such 
meetings  it  shall  present  subjects  for  discussion,  and  among  other  topics  forestry  and 
tree  planting,  roads  and  road  making. 

Sec  247.  The  secretary  shall  prepare  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  annu- 
ally, a  detailed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  with  such  suggestions  in  regard 
to  its  duties,  and  the  advancement  of  the  interests  herein  specified  as  may  seem  per- 
tinent; and  he  may  append  thereto  such  abstracts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several 
agricultural  societies  and  farmers'-^clubs  in  the  State,  as  may  be  advisable.  The  report 
shall  show  under  separate  heads  the  work  of  the  board  relating  to  the  different  sub- 
jects herein  mentioned. 

Sec.  248.  The  board  shall  collect  authentic  statistical  information,  as  full  as  possi- 
ble, relacing  to  agriculture  and  agricultural  products,  farms  and  farm  property,  the 
manufacturing  and  mining  industries  of  the  State,  which,  under  a  separate  head, 
shall  form  a  part  of  its  annual  report;  and  such  information  shall  be  complete  as  to 
unoccupied  farms.  The  board  shall  also  publish  such  information  in  separate  form, 
showing,  by  description  and  illustrations,  the  resources  and  attractions  of  Vermont; 
also  advantages  the  State  offers,  and  invitations  it  extends  to  capitalists,  tourists,  and 
farmers,  and  shall  distribute  the  same  in  such  manner  as,  in  its  judgment,  will  be 
most  effective  in  developing  the  resources  and  advertising  the  advantages  of  the 
State. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  law  controlling  farmers'  institutes  in  the  State  of  Virginia  was 
passed  in  1893.    The  act  defines  the  powers  of  the  board  of  agricid 
ture,  among  whose  duties  are  the  following: 

The  board  shail  cause  to  Ije  held  farmers'  institutes  at  such  times  and  at  such  places 
throughout  the  State  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  agricultural 
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knowledge  and  the  improvement  of  agricultural  methods  and  practices,  and  publish 
and  disburse  such  papers  and  addresses  read  or  made  at  these  institutes  as  promise 
to  be  of  value  to  farming  interests. 

The  duty  of  arranging  for  and  conducting  farmers'  institutes  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the  board. 

WASHINGTON. 

Section  192  of  the  session  law  of  1897  of  the  State  of  Washington, 
m  defining  the  obj-ects  and  purposes  of  the  Washington  Agricultural 
College  and  School  of  Science,  declares  that  "one  of  the  objects  of 
said  college  shall  be  to  hold  farmers'  institutes  at  such  times  and  places 
and  under  such  regulations  as  the  board  of  regents  may  determine.'' 

The  legislature,  at  its  session  in  1903,  passed  the  following  act  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  farmers'  institutes: 

For  maintenance  and  conducting  farmers'  institutes  under  the  direction  of  the 
regents  of  the  Washington  Agricultural  College  and  School  of  Science,  $2,500  per 
year:  Provided,  That  at  least  one  institute  shall  lie  held  in  each  county  of  the  State 
in  each  year. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  law  under  which  farmers'  institutes  are  held  in  West  Virginia 
is  that  which  established  the  State  board  of  agriculture  and  prescribes 
its  duties.  The  parts  of  the  act  relating  to  farmers'  institutes  are 
sections  5,  6,  T,  8,  and  9,  which  are- as  follows: 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  look  after  and  devise  means  of  advanc- 
ing the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State;  to  promote  and  encourage  as  far  as  practi- 
cable the  holding  of  farmers'  institutes,  the  organization  of  agricultural  and 
horticultiwal  societies  and  other  associations  in  the  interest  of  agriculture  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  State. 

It  shall  have  charge  of  the  preparation  in  manuscript,  the  printing,  publishing, 
and  distribution,  by  mail  and  otherwise,  of  such  documents  and  reading  matter  as 
they  may  deem  best  for  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State.  And  said  board  shall 
include  in  its  publication  the  methods  of  farming  in  use,  the  variet}"  of  stock  and 
crops  grown,  the  special  capacities  and  aptitude  of  the  soils  to  the  various  products 
of  the  latitude  and  climate,  the  needs  of  the  farmers,  and  such  other  matters  as  will 
convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  State  to  practical  men. 
They  shall  have  authority  to  request  of  any  State  othcial,  or  any  official  in  any 
county,  city,  or  town,  any  and  all  statistical  and  other  information  the  board  may 
desire.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  State  and  county  officers  to  assist  in 
every  way  possible  and  cooperate  with  the  board,  upon  their  request,  to  the  end 
that  the  welfare  and  interest  of  agriculture  may  be  promoted.  It  shall  hold  farmers' 
institutes  for  the  instruction  of  the  fa,rmers  of  the  State  in  the  various  branches  of 
agriculture. 

Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places,  in  each  year,  as  said  board 
may  direct.  The  said  board  shall  make  such  orders  and  regulations  as  it  may  deem 
proper  for  organizing  and  conducting  such  institutes,  and  may  employ  an  agent  or 
agents  to  perform  such  work  in  connection  therewith  as  they  may  deem  best. 

The  course  of  instruction  of  such  institutes  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  present  to 
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those  in  attendance  the  results  of  the  most  recent  investigations  in  theoretical  and 
practical  farming. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  attend  all  meetmgs  of  the  board,  keep 
a  careful  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  in  proper  books  provided  by  the  board,  and 
keep  on  file  all  papers  relating  to  the  office. 

To  issue,  under  direction  of  the  board,  a  monthly,  a  bimonthly,  or  quarterly  pub- 
lication, containing  crop  reports,  agricultural  statistics,  and  such  other  matter  as  the 
board  may  determine.  He  shall,  before  the  assembling  of  each  regular  session  of  the 
legislature,  compile  a  report  giving  a  general  review  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and 
industrial  resources  of  the  State,  with  brief  notices  of  each  county,  and  the  character 
of  the  public  roads  in  the  several  counties,  and  how  and  by  whom  operated  and  kept 
in  repair;  the  character  of  labor  generally  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
the  prices  paid  therefor,  and  a  report  of  the  various  institutes  held  during  each  year, 
and  such  other  information  as  he  is  required  to  gather;  and  he  shall  have  a  sufficient 
number  printed  for  the  use  of  the  legislature  and  for  general  distribution,  and  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  Ihe  board  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  shall  report  all  its  proceedings  biennally  to  the  governor,  show- 
ing in  detail  the  manner  of  its  execution  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which,  together 
with  the  publication  and  report  named  in  section  6,  and  such  incidental  printing  as 
may  be  necessary  shall  be  printed  by  the  public  printer  and  paid  for  same  as  other 
pubhc  printing. 

Sec.  8.  The  secretary  shall  have  a  permanent  office  at  the  capitol,  under  the  con- 
trol and  supervision  of  the  board,  which  shall  be  supplied  and  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  A  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  (S3,-000)  is  hereby  annually 
appropriated  out  of  any  fimds  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  board,  including  diem  of  members,  salary  of  secre- 
tary, necessary  expenses  of  the  board  and  secretary  while  attending  meetings,  and  all 
other  incidental  expenses  connected  with  and  grov\  ing  out  of  this  department  of  the 
State  government,  which  shall  be  paid  on  the  order  of  the  board,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  farmers'  institute  law  of  Wisconsin  as  amended  in  1887  is  as 
follows: 

Sectiox  1.  The  board  of  regents  of  the  State  University  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  institutes  for  the  instruction  of  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  various  branches  of 
agriculture.  Such  institutes  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  at  such  places  as  said 
board  may  direct.  The  said  board  shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  it  may 
deem  proper  for  organizing  and  conducting  such  institutes,  and  may  employ  an 
agent  or  agents  to  perform  such  work  in  connection  therewith  as  they  may  deem 
best.  The  course  of  instruction  at  such  institutes  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  present 
to  those  in  attendance  the  results  of  the  most  recent  investigations  in  theoretical  and 
practical  agriculture. 

Sec  2.  For  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section  the  said  board  may 
use  such  sum  as  it  may  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  812,000  in  any  one 
year,  from  the  general  fund,  and  such  amount  is  hereby  annually  appropriated  for 
that  purpose. 

Sec  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
publication. 

WYOMING. 

Farmers'  institutes  were  organized  in  W^^oming  in  1903  by  the 
College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
There  has  been  no  legislation  providing  for  their  support. 
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ONTARIO,  CANADA. 

Farmers'  Institutes  of  Ontario — Act,  Kules,  and  Regulations, 

1899. 

In  tlie  construction  of  the  farmers'  institutes  act  and  of  the  rules — 

(1)  "The  department"  shall  mean  the  department  of  agriculture  of  the  Province 
of  Ontario. 

(2)  "The  minister"  shall  mean  the  minister  of  agriculture  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario. 

(3)  "The  superintendent"  shall  mean  the  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes 
for  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

(4)  "District"  shall  mean  a  district  composed  of  municipalities  as  set  forth  in 
schedule  "A"  of  the  act,  rules,  and  regulations. 

(5)  "Regular  meetings"  are  those  at  which  delegates  sent  by  the  superintendent 
are  present,  and  whose  expenses,  etc.,  are  paid  by  the  department. 

(6)  "Supplementary  meetings"  are  those  conducted  by  the  local  officers. 

(7)  "Regular  delegates"  are  those  sent  annually  to  assist  local  officers  to  hold 
regular  meetings. 

(8)  "Supplementary  speakers"  are  those  sent  at  the  i-equest  of  local  officers  to 
assist  said  officers  when  holding  supplementary  meetings. 

FARMERS'  INSTITUTES  ACT. 

Sec.  46.  The  formation  of  farmers'  institutes,  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
information  in  regard  to  agriculture,  shall  be  permitted  under  this  act,  one  for  each 
district  as  given  in  schedule  "A"  to  this  act,  but  the  lieutenant-go vernor-in-council 
may,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  minister,  authorize  the  organization  of  addi- 
tional farmers'  institutes,  or  make  changes  in  the  limits  of  the  various  districts,  so 
far  as  farmers'  institutes  are  concerned,  in  order  to  increase  their  efficiency.. 

Sec.  47.  The  lieutenant-go  vernor-in-council  may,  upon  recommendation  of  the 
minister,  adopt  rules  or  regulations  for  the  general  guidance  or  direction  of  such 
farmers'  institutes. 

Sec.  48.  Every  farmers'  institute  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  money  out  of  the 
unappropriated  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treasurer  as  the  legislature  may 
grant,  provided — 

(a)  That  the  num1)er  of  meml)ers  is  at  least  fifty,  each  ])aying  an  annual  fee  of  not 
less  than  25  cents. 

(7;)  That  the  rules  or  regulations  approved  V)y  the  lieutenant-governor-in-council 
have  been  carefully  observed. 

ic)  That  all  reports  or  returns  required  to  be  made  to  the  superintendent  have 
been  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  minister. 

Amendments  Passed  in  1902. 

Section  46  of  the  said  act  is  amended  by  adding  the  following: 
(a)  The  formation  of  women's  institutes  for  the  purpose  of  improving  rural  home 
life,  and  imparting  information  in  regard  to  Avomen's  work  upon  the  farm,  shall  be 
permitted  under  this  act. 

Section  47  of  the  said  act  is  amended  by  adding  the  following: 
(rt)  The  lieutenant-governor-in-council  may,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
minister,  adopt  rules  and  regulations  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  women's  insti- 
tutes, the  general  guidance  or  direction  of  such  institutes,  their  relation  to  the 
farmers'  institutes  and  the  department  of  agriculture,  and  the  grants  of  money  to 
which  they  shall  l)e  entitled,  with  the  conditions  for  payment  of  the  same. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 
[Approved  by  the  lieutenant-go vernor-in-council.j 

1 .  The  Ontario  legislature  has  voted  an  appropriation  for  farmers'  institute;S  for  a 
grant  of  $25  to  one  institute  in  each  district,  on  condition  that  an  equal  sum  be 
granted  by  the  county  council  or  the  municipalities  in  which  the  institute  is  organ- 
ized, and  on  such  further  conditions  as  may  be  imposed  by  regulations  of  the  minis- 
ter of  agriculture. 

2.  The  object  of  each  local  institute  shall  be  the  dissemination  of  agricultural 
knowledge  in  its  district  and  the  development  of  local  talent.  The  officers  shall 
endeavor  to  bring  the  rank  and  file  of  the  farmers  into  touch  with  the  most  success- 
ful local  men,  that  the  masses  may  become  more  conversant  with  the  best  and  most 
profitable  methods  of  farming,  stock  raising,  dairying,  fruit  culture,  and  all  branches 
of  business  connected  with  the  industry  of  agriculture. 

Organization  of  Institutes. 

3.  One  institute  may  be  organized  in  each  district  of  the  province,  exclusive  of 
cities,  or  in  such  other  divisions  as  the  lieutenant-governor-in-council  may  authorize. 

4.  The  organization  meeting  may  be  called  by  the  superintendent  of  farmers' 
institutes,  by  the  head  of  a  municipality,  or  by  any  five  farmers  of  the  district;  and 
at  least  two  weeks'  previous  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two  news- 
papers publishsd  in  the  district,  or  by  placard,  in  which  shall  be  stated  the  object, 
time,  and  place  of  meeting. 

5.  As  soon  as  organization  is  completed  the  superintendent  shall  be  notified,  and 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  officers  and  directors  shall  be  forwarded  to  him, 

6.  All  memberships  shall  terminate  the  31st  of  December  of  each  year.  (See 
clause  57.) 

7.  Each  institute  shall  be  known  by  a  distinctive  name. 

Officers. 

8.  The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  president,  a  vice-president,  and  a  secretary-treasurer, 
and  one  or  more  directors  from  each  municipality  included  in  the  institute  district, 
except  in  new  or  thinly  settled  districts,  when  directors  may  be  elected  irrespective  of 
the  municipalities.  The  president,  vice-president,  and  directors  shall  be  elected 
annually,  and  together  with  the  secretary-treasurer  shall  constitute  a  board  of  direct- 
ors, the  majority  of  whom  shall  be  practical  farmers. 

9.  There  shall  be  an  executive  committee  composed  of  the  president,  the  vice- 
president,  and  the  secretary-treasurer. 

10.  There  shall  be  elected  annuall}'  two  auditors  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
institute. 

11.  If  the  secretary-treasurer  resigns,  or  for  any  cause  does  not  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office,  or  if  he  remove  from  the  district,  the  president  shall  immediately  issue 
a  letter  calling  the  officers  and  directors  together,  giving  each  at  least  ten  days'  notice. 
In  the  meantime  the  president  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  secretary-treasurer. 
At  the  time  and  place  appointed,  the  officers  and  directors  present  shall  appoint  a 
secretary -treasurer.  In  case  the  presidency  is  vacant,  or  the  president  does  not  take 
action  within  ten  days,  the  vice-president  shall  assume  the  power  of  president.  Other 
vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner. 

12.  Any  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  executive  or  directorate  shall  be  reported 
to  the  superintendent  forthwith. 
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Annual  Meeting, 
date  and  place  of  holding. 

13.  The  institute  year  shall  begin  June  1st  and  end  May  31st. 

14.  The  annual  meeting  of  each  institute  shall  be  held  pn  some  date  to  be  selected 
between  the  1st  and  20th  of  June  of  each  and  every  year.  (See  clauses  16,  17,  18, 
and  19.) 

15.  The  newly  elected  board  of  directors  shall  take  office  at  the  close  of  the  annual 
meeting.    The  old  board  shall  remain  in  office  until  this  time. 

16.  Each  year  a  meeting  of  the  directors  shall  be  called  by  the  secretary  to  meet 
sometime  before  the  1st  of  March.  The  special  business  of  this  meeting  shall  be  to 
arrange  for  holding  the  annual  meeting. 

17.  If  it  is  thought  desirable  by  the  directors  present  at  this  meeting  that  a  delegate 
or  speaker  be  in  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting,  the  same  may  be  arranged  for 
through  the  superintendent,  in  which  case  the  local  institute  shall  pay  the  actual 
travelling  expenses  of  the  delegate  or  speaker  from  the  time  he  or  she  leaves  home 
until  he  or  she  returns  thereto.    (See  clause  34.) 

18.  If  it  is  decided  that  a  request  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  for  a  si:)eaker  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting,  the  directors  shall,  in  addition,  select  the  place  for  hold- 
ing above  meeting,  the  date  being  selected  by  the  superintendent,  as  in  the  case  of 
winter  meetings.  If,  however,  it  is  decided  not  to  ask  for  a  speaker  through  the 
superintendent,  the  directors  shall  select  both  date  and  place  for  holding  annual 
meeting,  conforming  with  clause  14. 

19.  A  full  report  of  this  directors'  meeting  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  secretary  to 
the  superintendent  on  or  Ijefore  the  1st  of  March. 

BUSINESS  AT  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

20.  At  the  annual  meeting  the  directors  and  auditors  shall  be  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year.    (See  clauses  8  and  10.) 

21.  At  the  annual  meeting  the  method  of  election  shall  be  by  ballot  or  otherwise, 
as  decided  by  the  members  present.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  office,  or  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  annual  or  any  other  meeting,  who  has  not  paid  his  fees  in 
full  for  the  current  membership  year.    (See  clause  6.) 

22.  At  the  annual  meeting  members  may  suggest  points  in  the  district  where 
institute  meetings  may  be  held  during  the  succeeding  institute  year,  first  as  to  regular 
and  secondly  as  to  supplementary  meetings. 

23.  At  the  annual  meeting  the  executive  officers  for  the  past  institute  year  shall, 
through  the  secretary-treasurer,  present  to  the  meeting  in  writing  a  carefully  prepared 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  year,  in  which  shall  be  stated  the  number  of  institute 
meetings  held  since  the  last  annual  report,  the  attendance  at  each  session,  the  total 
number  of  papers  read  and  addresses  delivered,  and  a  statement  of  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  institute.  The  financial  statement  shall  first  be  audited  and  certified 
thereto  by  the  auditors. 

24.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  devoted  to  the  business  of  the  institute  as  specified 
in  clauses  20,  21,  22,  and  23,  and  in  carrying  out  the  "programme  of  the  annual 
meeting,"  and  in  considering  ways  and  means  whereby  the  institute  can  be  improved. 

25.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  advertised  by  mailing  to  each  member,  at  least 
ten  days  before  the  date  thereof,  an  announcement  calling  the  members  together. 
Said  announcement  shall  specify  the  date,  place,  and  hour  of  meeting,  and  shall 
contain  a  progrannne  of  said  meeting.  If  the  executive  deem  it  in  the  interest  of  the 
institute,  posters  and  newspaper  advertising  may  also  be  employed  to  make  this 
meeting  publicly  known. 
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OEDER  OF  BUSINESS  FOE  AXXUAL  MEETING. 

26.  (1)  President's  report. 

(2)  Discussion  thereon. 

(3)  Eeport  of  the  executive  presented  in  writing  by  the  secretary-treasurer. 

(4)  Auditors'  report  presented  in  Avriting. 

(5)  Suggestion  of  points  at  which  to  hold  regular  meetings. 

(6)  Suggestion  of  points  at  which  to  hold  supplementary  meetings. 

(7)  Election  of  directors;  election  of  auditors. 

(8)  Suggestions  as  to  how  the  institute  can  be  improved  or  made  more  useful,  if 
this  has  not  already  been  considered  by  the  president  in  his  opening  address  and  in 
the  discussion  following. 

(9)  Addresses,  etc. 

27.  At  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting  the  new  board  of  directors  shall  meet  and 
elect  from  among  themselves  a  president  and  a  \dce-president,  and  shall  finally  decide 
at  what  points  in  the  district  regular  and  supplementary  meetings  shall  be  held 
during  the  current  institute  year.  The  points  selected  shall  be  entered  on  page  C  of 
the  secretary's  minute  book,  and  a  copy  of  this  page  shall  be  sent  to  the  superin- 
tendent and  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  report  of  the  annual  meeting. 

28.  The  board  of  directors  shall,  at  the  close  of  the  first  annual  meeting,  and  when 
afterwards  necessary,  appoint  from  among  themselves  or  otherwise  a  secretary- 
treasurer,  who  shall  remain  in  ofiice  during  pleasure. 

29.  In  case  an  institute  shall,  through  any  cause,  fail  to  hold  its  annual  meeting 
within  the  time  specified,  the  superintendent  may  appoint  a  date  for  holding  same, 
the  meeting  to  be  called  as  pro^dded  for  the  regular  annual  meeting,  and  this  meet- 
ing shall,  in  all  particulars,  be  taken  as  the  annual  meeting  of  the  institute. 

Other  General  Meetings. 

30.  In  addition  to  the  annual  meeting,  each  institute  shall  hold  at  least  four  meet- 
ings each  year,  at  which  papers  shall  be  read  or  addresses  delivered  on  topics  relat- 
ing to  agriculture,  horticultm'e,  dairying,  or  kindred  subjects.  Free  discussion  shall 
be  encouraged.    (See  explanation,  page  19,  clause  B.) 

31.  All  institutes  organized  under  the  act  shall  be  strictly  nonf)artisan  and  non- 
sectarian  in  every  phase  of  their  work,  and  no  institute  shall  be  operated  in  the 
interest  of  any  party,  sect,  or  society,  but  for  the  equal  good  of  all  citizens  and  the 
farming  community. 

32.  Xo  subject  shall  be  presented  at  an  institute  meeting  or  discussion  allowed  of 
a  political  or  sectarian  nature;,  nor  shall  any  speaker  be  allowed  in  his  lecture,  essay, 
or  speech,  or  in  any  discussion,  to  advertise  wares  or  schemes  in  which  he  has  a 
direct  or  indirect  pecuniary  interest.  The  delegates  and  oflScers  of  the  institute  shall 
see  that  the  exercises  are  not  subordinated  to  any  low  or  frivolous  entertainments  or 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  any  individual,  party,  or  sect. 

33.  The  regular  delegation  shall  visit  two  points  only  in  one  year  in  each  institute 
district,  or  when  said  delegation  spends  two  days  at  one  place  that  point  only  shall 
be  visited.  The  government  will  defray  the  cost  of  sending  these  delegates,  but 
officers  and  members  of  institutes  are  expected  to  lighten  as  far  as  possible  the 
expenses  of  delegates  while  in  their  district. 

34.  Should  any  institute  require  a  speaker  or  speakers  at  any  other  period  during 
the  year  to  assist  in  holding  supplementary  meetings,  application  for  assistance  shall 
be  made  to  the  superintendent  at  the  time  of  reporting  the  annual  meeting.  The 
department  will  pay  for  the  services  of  such  supplementary  speaker  or  speakers  for 
four  days  in  each  year  for  each  institute  district,  but  the  institute  requiring  the 
services  of  said  speaker  or  speakers  shall  pay  all  legitimate  expenses  from  the  time 
said  person  or  persons  leave  home  until  they  return  thereto.    When  a  delegate  or 
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delegates  address  meetings  in  more  than  one  district  the  expenses  will  be  equitably 
divided  between  said  institutes  and  collected  from  the  institute  or  deducted  from 
their  grant. 

35.  If  an  institute  decides  to  hold  supplementary  meetings  other  than  those  asked 
for  at  the  time  of  reporting  the  annual  meeting  or  for  more  than  four  days  during 
one  year,  said  institute  shall  pay  all  expenses  and  wages.  This  clause  shall  not 
apply  to  the  annual  meeting. 

36.  If  a  regular  or  supplementary  meeting  has  been  granted,  and  the  time  and 
place  published  in  the  annual  bulletin,  no  change  shall  be  made  in  said  time  or 
place.  Any  institute  failing  to  hold  a  supplementary  meeting,  published  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses  notwithstanding. 

37.  All  requests  for  assistance  to  hold  agricultural,  horticultural,  live  stock,  or 
dairy  meetings  shall  be  made  through  the  secretary  of  the  district  institute.  Appli- 
cants should  state  what  subjects  they  wish  the  speaker  to  discuss. 

38.  Every  meeting  of  an  institute,  except  the  annual  meeting,  should  be  adver- 
tised by  issuing  posters,  not  less  in  size  than  15  by  20  inches,  on  which  should  be 
printed  an  attractive  programme  of  the  meeting,  giving  date  and  place  of  meeting, 
hour  of  opening,  the  name  and  address  of  the  speakers,  topics  to  be  discussed  by 
each,  also  the  hour  at  which  each  speaker  will  address  the  meeting,  the  time  to  be 
occupied  by  each  address,  also  the  time  allowed  for  discussion  after  each  address, 
and  such  other  information  as  the  executive  deems  necessary.  A  copy  of  said  bill 
should  be  sent  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  the  date  of  meeting  to  each  postmas- 
ter, each  schoolmaster,  each  miller,  each  blacksmith,  and  to  other  places  of  public 
resort  in  the  district  which  are  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  the  place  of  meeting, 
with  a  request  to  post  in  a  conspicuous  place.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers 
and  directors  to  exercise  diligence  to  ensure  the  proper  posting  of  said  bills.  In  addi- 
tion thereto,  a  j)rogramme  of  convenient  size,  containing  similar  information,  should 
be  distributed  so  as  to  reach  its  destination  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  date  of  meet- 
ing. A  copy  of  said  programme  should  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  institute,  to 
farmers,  journalists,  public  men,  and  others  in  the  district  who  reside  within  ten 
miles  of  the  place  of  meeting.  Such  posters  and  programmes  should  announce  that 
all  interested  are  welcome,  whether  members  of  the  institute  or  not.  Copies  of  said 
programmes  should  be  sent  to  the  school  teachers  in  the  district  with  the  request 
that  they  be  carefully  distributed  among  the  children. 

39.  A  copy  of  each  poster  and  each  programme  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  published 
to  the  superintendent  and  to  each  speaker  advertised. 

40.  When  institutes  are  notified  of  the  dates  assigned  for  their  meetings,  and  are 
furnished  with  the  names  of  the  speakers  and  a  list  of  topics,  the  executive  com- 
mittee should  proceed  to  complete  arrangements  according  to  these  rules.  They 
should  finally  engage  the  hall,  select  local  talent,  etc.,  etc.  At  least  half  of  the  time 
of  each  meeting  should  be  occupied  by  local  talent.  The  hall  or  other  building  to  be 
used  for  holding  the  institute  meetings  should  be  light(!d  and  heated,  when  such  is 
necessary,  at  least  half  an  hour  before  the  time  advertised.  When  light  and  heat  are 
not  required  said  places  should  be  opened  and  prepared  for  holding  the  meeting  at 
least  one-half  hour  before  the  time  advertised. 

41.  The  time  allowed  speakers  should  be  from  five  to  thirty  minutes,  to  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  subject  and  the  ability  of  the  speaker.  It  is  no  breach  of  courtesy  to  limit 
each  speaker  to  the  time  allotted  him  in  the  programme.  When  the  programme  has 
been  carefully  prepared  on  that  basis  no  speaker  should  be  allowed  to  exceed  the 
time  to  the  embarrassment  or  detriment  of  the  speakers  who  are  to  follow  him.  If 
speakers  are  held  down  to  their  time  the  work  of  the  institute,  as  a  rule,  will  be  ben- 
efited.   Sessions  should  not  be  too  long. 

42.  No  one  should  be  named  on  a  programme  who  has  not  agreed  to  do  the  specific 
thing  he  is  advertised  to  do. 
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43.  At  each  meeting  of  the  institute  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  canvass 
the  audience  for  members. 

Board  of  Dieectoes. 

44.  The  board  of  directors,  under  these  rules  and  regulations,  shall  have  full  con- 
trol of  the  affairs  of  the  institute.  They  shall  arrange  time  and  places  of  meetings 
when  not  otherwise  arranged  for,  and  shall  outline  the  work  and  policy  of  the 
institute. 

45.  The  directors  of  each  local  institute  shall  convene  each  year  in  the  month  of 
February  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  the  annual  meeting.  At  this  meeting  the 
order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows: 

(1)  Selection  of  place  for  holding  the  annual  meeting. 

(2)  Shall  a  request  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  for  a  delegate  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting? 

(3)  If  it  is  decided  not  to  send  a  request  to  the  superintendent  for  the  services  of  a 
delegate,  the  directors  shall  select  a  date  on  which  to  hold  the  annual  meeting,  which 
shall  be  between  the  1st  and  20th  of  June.    (See  clauses  14,  16,  17,  18.) 

ExECCTivE  Committee. 

46.  The  executive  shall  carry  into  effect  the  plan  of  work  decided  upon  by  the 
board  of  directors  and  shall  arrange  the  details  of  the  same.    (See  clauses  9  and  66. ) 

Notice  of  Meetings. 

47.  A  meeting  of  the  directors  or  of  the  executive  may  be  held  at  any  time,  pro- 
vided one  week's  notice  by  letter  be  given  to  each  director,  in  the  case  of  a  directors' 
meeting;  and  a  similar  notice  to  each  executive  officer  in  case  of  an  executive  meet- 
ing. Meetings  of  the  executive  officers  or  of  the  directors  may  be  held  on  shorter 
notice,  provided  each  director  or  executive  officer  be  otherwise  notified  and  agrees 
thereto.    (See  clause  25.) 

Duties  of  Officers, 
peesident. 

48.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  of  the  executive  committee.  In  the  abse-nce  of  the  president,  the  vice- 
president  shall  preside,  and  if  both  are  absent  a  chairman  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
committee. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

49.  The  secretary-treasurer  shall  have  the  powers  of  a  managing  director,  acting 
under  the  control  and  with  the  approval  of  the  executive. 

SECRETARY. 

50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  call  meetings  of  the  executive  committee 
and  board  of  directors,  upon  the  authority  of  the  president,  or  any  two  officers  or 
directors,  to  give  notice  of  all  meetings  as  required  by  these  rules,  and  keep  correct 
minutes  of  the  proceedings. 

51.  All  official  correspondence  relating  to  the  institute  shall  be  conducted  by  the 
secretary  or  in  the  name  of  the  secretary. 

52.  In  all  correspondence  relating  to  the  institute,  the  name  of  the  institute  shall 
be  given  in  full  after  the  signature  of  the  officer,  except  in  cases  where  an  official 
heading  is  used,  giving  the  name  of  the  institute. 

53.  All  reports  and  returns  required  by  the  superintendent  shall  be  made  upon 
forms  especially  provided  and  in  the  manner  indicated. 
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54.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  names  and 
addresses  of  members  in  alphabetical  order,  also  a  book  to  be  used  as  a  mailing  list, 
which  shall  contain  the  names  of  parties  to  whom  posters,  programmes,  etc.,  may  be 
sent. 

55.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  executive  the 
annual  report  as  set  forth  in  clause  23,  and  to  present  the  final  report  to  the  annual 
meeting. 

56.  Not  later  than  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  and  every  year,  he  shall  forward  to 
the  superintendent  by  registered  mail,  or  otherwise,  copy  of  said  report,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  financial  statement,  and  the  name  and  address  of  each  officer  and 
director  elected  for  the  ensuing  institute  year. 

57.  On  or  before  the  10th  day  of  January  of  each  year  the  secretary  shall  send  a 
revised  list  of  members  for  the  current  membership  year  to  the  superintendent,  and 
on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  each  succeeding  month  he  shall  forward  the  name  and 
address  of  each  additional  person  who  has  since  the  previous  return  become  a  member 
of  the  institute.    (See  clause  6.) 

58.  Within  one  week  after  the  close  of  each  institute  meeting  or  series  of  meetings 
the  secretary  shall  forward  to  the  superintendent  a  detailed  report  of  said  meeting  or 
meetings,  in  which  shall  be  stated  the  name  of  the  place  or  places  where  sessions 
were  held,  the  number  of  j^ersons  present  at  each  session,  the  name  and  address  of 
each  person  who  read  a  paper  or  gave  an  address,  the  title  of  the  address  or  paper, 
and  a  comment  upon  its  value,  whether  good,  fair,  or  indifferent.  (Use  form  A  of 
secretary's  minute  book  for  making  returns  required  by  this  clause.) 

59.  On  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March  the  secretary  shall  report  to  the  superin- 
tendent. 

(1)  The  name  of  place  selected  for  holding  the  annual  meeting;  also  the  name  of 
the  hall  in  which  it  will  be  held. 

(2)  The  decision  of  the  directors  as  to  whether  or  not  they  wish  the  superintend- 
ent to  arrange  that  a  speaker  address  their  annual  meeting. 

(3)  The  date  chosen  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  if  section  2  is  decided  in  the 
negative. 

60.  The  secretary  shall,  when  possible,  retain  the  manuscript  of  all  papers  read  at 
meetings  of  the  institute  by  local  talent,  in  order  that  he  may,  when  required,  fur- 
nish the  superintendent  with  the  same.  Each  institute  is  required  to  forward  at 
least  two  such  papers  each  year,  which  may  be  published  as  the  superintendent 
decides.  Secretaries  or  essayists  are  not  required  to  rewrite  papers  before  sending 
them  to  the  superintendent;  forward  them  as  read  at  local  meetings. 

61.  All  reports,  names,  post-office  addresses,  etc.,  should  be  written  in  a  plain, 
legible  hand,  or  they  may  be  typewritten. 

TREASURER. 

62.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  and  account  for  all  moneys 
belonging  to  the  institute,  and  disburse  the  same  under  the  instructions  of  the 
executive,  without  whose  order  no  money  shall  be  paid  out.  He  shall  also  prepare 
in  detail  and  present  to  the  annual  meeting  a  duly  audited  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

63.  He  shall  use  such  cash  and  receipt  books,  membership  tickets,  etc.,  as  may  be 
required  by  the  superintendent. 

64.  The  funds  of  the  institute  as  received  by  the  treasurer  shall,  when  possible,  be 
deposited  in  a  chartered  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  institute. 

DIRECTORS. 

65.  Each  municipality  in  the  district  shall  be  divided  annually  between  the 
directors  representing  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  thorough  canvass 
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for  members  each  year.  This  division  of  territory  shall  be  arranged  at  a  directors' 
meeting  held  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting. 

66.  As  soon  as  it  is  decided  to  hold  an  institute  meeting  in  a  municipality,  the 
directors  elected  to  represent  that  municipality  shall  form  part  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee, until  after  the  close  of  said  meeting.  The  duties  of  the  said  directors  shall 
be  to  assist,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the  other  members  of  the  executive,  to  the 
end  that  a  successful  meeting  may  be  held  in  their  municipality. 

67.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  and  directors  to  be  present  at  the  meetings 
of  the  institute.  An  officer  or  director  ^vho  has  not  during  the  current  year  attended 
the  meeting  held  in  his  municipality  (except  when  prevented  by  sickness),  or  other- 
wise rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  institute,  shall  not  be  eligible  for  reelection 
to  ofiice  for  the  ensuing  year. 

68.  Every  officer  and  director  shall  promptly  answer  all  ofiicial  communications 
addressed  to  him  by  the  superintendent,  and  should  make  diligent  efforts  to  furnish 
any  information  required  of  him  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  institute. 

69.  The  officers  and  directors  shall  act  as  far  as  practicable  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  superintendent,  and  shall  submit  to  him  through  the  secretary  all  ques- 
dons  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  institute  upon  which  advice  may  be  required. 

EXPEXDITUEE  or  INSTITUTE  FuXDS. 

70.  All  money  received,  whether  as  members'  fees,  legislative  grant,  grant  from 
the  county  councils,  or  from  municipalities,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  spent  within  the 
district  in  which  the  institute  operates :  ( 1 )  To  defray  actual  expenses  of  meetings 
such  as  are  heretofore  described;  (2)  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  address  said 
meetings;  (3)  to  assist  in  circulating  agricultural,  horticultural,  live-stock,  and  dairy 
literature  or  periodicals  among  the  members,  or  to  establish  a  circulating  agricultural 
library  for  the  use  of  members;  (4)  to  remunerate  the  secretary  and  others  for 
services  rendered;  (5)  to  make  an  annual  grant  (not  exceeding  ten  dollars)  to  the 
women's  institute  in  the  district. 

Quorum. 

71.  At  all  meetings  of  the  institute  or  of  the  officers,  if  duly  advertised  as  set  forth 
in  these  rules,  ten  members  shall  form  a  quorum  to  do  business  at  an  annual  or  other 
general  meeting.  At  a  directors'  meeting  five  shall  be  a  quorum.  At  an  executive 
meeting  two  shall  be  a  quorum.  If  at  any  meeting  a  quorum  is  not  present,  those 
present  shall  adjourn,  and  the  meeting  shall  again  be  called  as  prescribed  by  these 
rules.    (See  clauses  25  and -47). 

General  Eules. 

72.  Each  member  of  an  institute  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  such  publi- 
cations as  the  following,  issued  by  the  department  of  agriculture  for  the  province 
of  Ontario : 

Eeport  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College  and  Experimental  Farm. 
Eeport.  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural  and  Experimental  Union. 
Eeport  of  the  Butter  and  Cheese  Association  of  Eastern  Ontario. 
Eeport  of  the  Butter  and  Cheese  Association  of  Western  Ontario. 
Eeport  of  the  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes. 
Eeport  of  the  Dominion  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  breeders'  associations. 
Eeport  of  the  poultry  associations,  east  and  west. 
Eeport  of  the  good  roads  instructor. 

Bulletins  of  the  Agricultural  College  and  Experimental  Farm. 
Any  change  of  address  or  any  failure  to  receive  the  bulletins  and  reports  issued  by 
the  agricultural  department  should  be  reported  immediately  to  the  superintendent. 
The  names  of  all  officers  and  directors  shall  be  included  in  the  list  of  members. 
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73.  The  blank  books  used  shall  be  those  authorized  by  the  department.  Blank 
forms  for  reports  of  meetings,  financial  statements,  lists  of  members,  membership 
books,  mailing  books,  cash  book,  etc.,  may  be  had  from  the  superintendent. 

74.  All  institute  returns  shall  be  made  to  the  superintendent. 

Order  of  Meetings. 

75.  (a)  Except  by  permission  of  the  presiding  ofScer,  no  member  or  other  person 
shall  speak  other  than  to  ask  a  question  or  to  introduce  or  speak  to  a  motion. 

(b)  In  the  discussion  following  the  introduction  of  a  subject,  no  person  shall  speak 
more  than  twice,  nor  for  a  longer  time  than  five  minutes,  except  by  a  vote  of  the 
meeting. 

(c)  When  a  question  is  under  consideration  no  motion  shall  be  in  order  except 
the  following:  1,  To  adjourn;  2,  to  postpone;  3,  to  amend;  these  motions  taking 
precedence  in  the  order  named,  and  the  first  two  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

(d)  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  any  motion  or  amendment,  the  president  shall 
ask:  "  Is  the  meeting  ready  for  the  question?"  The  question  shall  not  be  put  so 
long  as  any  member  desires  to  speak  and  is  in  order.  Any  member  desirous  of  ask- 
ing a  question  on  the  subject  introduced  may  do  so  verbally,  but  if  he  desires  to  ask 
more  than  two  questions  he  must  submit  them  to  the  secretary  in  wrting. 

76.  Every  member  is  entitled  to  the  following  privileges: 

(a)  To  protest  against  any  decision  of  the  institute,  and  request  his  objection  to 
be  recorded  in  the  minute  book. 

(6)  To  protest  against  the  decision  of  the  chair  and  appeal  to  the  meeting,  stating 
the  grounds  of  appeal,  which  shall  then  be  put  without  debate  in  these  words: 
"Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  be  sustained?" 

77.  A  motion  to  reconsider  any  question  decided  by  the  institute  shall  be  in  order, 
providing  such  a  motion  be  not  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  resolution  is 
carried. 

78.  Order  of  business  for  general  meetings  other  than  the  annual— 

(1)  Calling  the  meeting  to  order  by  the  president. 

(2)  Reading  and  disposing  of  communications. 

(3)  Reports  of  committees. 

(4)  Programme  of  the  day  and  discussion. 

(5)  Question  drawer. 

(6)  Adjournment. 

Explanations. 

A.  In  framing  the  act  and  rules  special  care  has  been  taken  to  lessen  rather  than 
increase  the  work  of  the  local  secretaries. 

B.  (See  clause  30. )  The  four  meetings  referred  to  in  clause  30  may  include  the 
regular  and  supplementary  meetings  of  the  institute,  picnics,  if  addresses  on  agricul- 
tural subjects  are  given,  or  if  the  point  visited  is  one  of  agricultural  interest,  such  as 
an  experiment  station,  a  noted  farm,  etc.,  also  official  meetings  called  to  meet  the 
superintendent.  A  meeting  continuing  two  days  may  be  counted  as  two  meetings. 
Each  of  aforesaid  meetings  should  be  reported  as  set  forth  in  clause  58. 

Legislative  Grants. 

C.  The  reports  of  the  annual  meetings  must  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  not  later 
than  July  1.  As  soon  as  these  have  been  completed  in  satisfactory  form,  the 
superintendent  will  notify  the  minister  of  agriculture,  and  the  legislative  grants  will 
be  paid  as  soon  as  convenient.  If  all  reports  are  made  out  and  forwarded  in  accord- 
ance with  these  instructions,  the  officers  will  receive  the  grants  about  August  1,  or 
within  a  few  days  thereafter. 
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